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(Bark Canoes — The art and obsession of Tappan Adeney  John Jennings ./ 20044
FI47, 108E) Canoe of Asia and South America®38 & 1) Migration to North America

Adney was fascinated by the striking similarities between the birchbark canoes of
the Amur region of Asia and the Kootenay ? Shuswap canoes of lower British Colombia
and the American Northwest. No other bark canoes in the world have their “Sturgeon-
Nose” shape. He was too good a scholar to pronounce on the subject, but he was
convinced that there were two plausible ocean routes from Asia to America that early
peoples could have taken. The first, very obvious one is across the Bering Strait. Adney
pointed out that the umiaks of northern Siberia and those of North America were
virtually identical and easily capable of making the trip.

His second route linked the people of the Amur region with those of the Kootenay
region. The Amur River drains into the Sea of Okhotsk. From there a boat route to
America was plausible via Sakhalin Island ( home of the Ainu ) , the Kurile Island, the
Kamchatka Peninsula, the Commander Islands and the Aleutian Islands. The
Commander Island are an extension of the Aleutian chain. Adney speculated that the
crossing could have been accomplished in the very seaworthy baidarkas of Kamchatka,
some of which held three people. Seventh years ago, Andey was one of the earliest
scholars to argue that, from the Aleutian, Asians could then have come down the coast
of British Columbia, existing mainly on the rich produce of the sea. During the last ice
age, which lasted form roughly 30,000 BP ( before present ) to 12,000 BP, the Pacific
Ocean was about 300feet lower, thus exposing considerably more land between the
continents. The theory, first expressed by archaeologists such as Knut Fladmark and
David Kelley, that Asians first came to North America during the last ice age via an
exposed coastal corridor in British Columbia has recently gained support, which in turn
supports Adney’s theory that the people of the Amur region could have reached the

Kootenay area.
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Length: 445 metres
(14 feet 7 inches)

Beam: 81 centimetres
(2 feet 8 imches)

Accession No: 9TTAT
Builder unknown, date buile unknown.
The unique bow shape of this craft is sometimes known as
the ‘srurgeon nose” These canoes were used primarily by the
Krunaxa on the rivers and lakes of southern Brirish
Columbsia and in northeen Wathington State. The hull is
conssrucred of balsam bark. The sections of bark running
mdnwmhdmﬁldﬂmhnbm
in the lashings. There is speculation regarding the
design of these eraft. The unique shape of the end likely
n the dynamics of the eraft, and compensates for
he inferier properties of this type of bark.

Canadian Canoe Museum(ZT Canadian Canoe Museum(ZT
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Canadian Canoe Museum(ZT SER-MAEH
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( Edwin Tappan AdneylZ2WTZEEF http//www.siterrific.com/Adney/)

O BT TREEREICDUESNE T ) 2— FDONNL TV AIZOWTOHiE (Three-
hole Aleut Kayak * Unanga-x ulxta-x)

FIBDNA TN AHET AV ADAIV =T Y HWEEIZ2#, vy 7IC1#dL, 2%
BIIRIFZEID, TV2—=bDEDEFTbLNENA FIVANT A1) J DYale Peabody
MuseumiZ® 9 1 #d %,
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(@ http://collections.nmnh.si.edu/anth/pages/nmnh/anth/Display.php?irn=8479891&Qu
eryPage=% 2Fanth% 2Fpages% 2Fnmnh% 2Fanth% 2FQuery.php

(@ http://collections.nmnh.si.edu/anth/pages/nmnh/anth/Display.php?irn=8426411&Qu
eryPage=% 2Fanth% 2Fpages% 2Fnmnh% 2Fanth% 2FQuery.php

* Yale Peabody Museum http://peabody.vale.edu/
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http://www.birchbarkcanoe.net/default.htm
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