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Kanagawa University 21% Century COE Program
Systematization of Nonwritten Cultural Materials for the Study of Human Societies

The 21 Century COE Program which the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology launched in
fiscal 2002 is a measure to support universities in building a global center of excellence. Universities offering graduate
doctoral courses compete for their eligibility for the program. Our project “Systematization of Nonwritten Cultural
Materials for the Study of Human Societies” was chosen in fiscal year 2003 in the program’s interdisciplinary,
combined and new discipline fields. The research was to be developed in an interdisciplinary manner by Kanagawa
University’s Graduate School of History and Folklore Studies and the Institute for the Study of Japanese Folk Culture as
well as the researchers for the Course of Chinese Language and Culture at the Graduate School of Foreign Languages.
To conduct the research, we (1) established a system comprising the COE Faculty and COE Joint Senior Researcher in
addition to the Program Representatives, (2) requested the participation of a number of researchers from both inside and
outside the university who were involved in the research topic, and (3) had them engage in joint research to achieve the
goal.

Existing studies of culture have mainly focused on phenomena that have been recorded in writing. Yet nonwritten
human ideology, knowledge and behavior are far more wide-ranging and significant in both quantity and quality. They
are incomparable to phenomena expressed in writing. From among such phenomena, we chose (1) illustrations, (2)
techniques of the body, and (3) environment and scenery, and tried to develop a methodology to arrange them into
materials. The resulting data was to be accumulated, analyzed and disseminated. Specific topics were established for
each material and organized as follows:

Group 1: Systematization of Pictorial Materials and Their Dissemination
Task 1: Compilation and publication of Multilingual Version of Pictopedia of Everyday Life in Medieval
Japan
Task 2: Compilation of Pictopedia of Everyday Life in Earty Modern Japan
Task 3: Compilation of Pictopedia of Every day Life in East Asia
Group 2: Systematic Documentation of Techniques of Body, Senses and Folk Implements
Task 1: Comparative Study of Techniques of body and senses
Task 2: Analysis of the Relationship between folk implements and Human Movement
Group 3: Arrangement and Systematization of Environment and Scenery
Task 1: Research for Scenery in History
Task 2: Research of Environmental Recognition and Its Changes
Task 3: Interpretation of the Traces of Human Activity and Natural Disasters Inscribed into the Environment

To develop ways to integrate these three nonwritten materials and disseminate them globally, the following study
groups were formed:

Group 4: Dissemination of Regional Information

Group 5: Experimental Exhibition on Fruits of COE Program Activities

Group 6: Summarization of COE Program Activities and Research Results

Each participant in the research project was attached to a group and task, and conducted joint research to achieve the
goal. The study results have been successively released in various publications and on websites. This time, the final
results will be presented to the public through databases, the dissemination and exhibition of a variety of information
online, and through the publication of a number of working papers.

Another objective of this project is to nurture young researchers who are able to succeed internationally. To this end we
have established a system comprising COE Researchers (PD, RA) and have recruited fine young researchers to conduct
studies. Researchers have been dispatched overseas to conduct studies, and opportunities to present the study results
have been created. Fostering young researchers did not just mean supporting them. We planned to train sound-thinking
students already from the first-stage course (master’s degree) by improving research and education conditions and
expanding the curriculum for the Graduate School of History and Folklore Studies and Course of Chinese Language
and Culture. We have been able to put the ideas into shape.

After five years of study, we envisage that our study base will serve as a research center for nonwritten materials that
will build a global network of researchers, collect various forms of nonwritten materials and offer them to the study of
human societies throughout the world. We would be grateful if you would send us your critique of or proposals for this
project.






