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An observation of The Grain Rain Day and the Residents’ consciousness of
Jiaodong Peninsular

— take Moye Island in Rongcheng City of Shandong Province as an example —

Abstract : In Chinese Folklore Studies, related research on residents’consciousness is quite lim-
ited, as a result, after detailed investigation on The Grain Rain Day of Moye Island in Rongcheng
City of Shandong Province, with a deep understanding of sacrificial ceremonies for Loong king, I
write this article which mainly focuses on the analysis of the consciousness of local people.

This paper is developed using the method of literature review and fieldwork. During the pro-
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cess of many times of investigation within one year, everyday the writer works as an observer to
investigate the locals’ daily life and the sacrificial ceremonies. And it is the gradually founded
understanding and trust in the process of investigation that helps this research go smoothly.

There’s a folk proverb in Rongcheng City goes that when Grain Rain comes, the harvest time
of fish also comes, which, according to the local experienced fishermen, is because every when
Grain Rain comes, the current of Yellow Sea brings large schools of fish. And the Grain Rain Day
is just the time for the local fishermen to hold sea sacrificial ceremonies.

Moye Island lies in the southeast of Rongcheng City, whose shape is like a sword. Among the
various legends of this island, the most famous one is that Ganjiang, a character in Chinese fairy
story, dropped a sword made by himself named “Moye” here, and then the sword turned into the
island. The Moye Island was at first not connected with land, and at that time, only when the tide
ebbed could the so-called road emerge. The farmland on the island is quite limited, so the fishery
is its core industry, thus the belief of Loong King of the sea thrives. After several times of inves-
tigation, the culture of this island strongly appeals to the author.

Then, what is the Grain Rain Day like on the island? How about the process of the sacrificial
ceremonies? And what are the consciousness of islanders towards the Grain Rain Day? Ques-
tions like this will be discussed in this paper.

This essay mainly has two parts. The first part generally elaborates the time, the number of
people, the process of the ceremony, etc. of the Grain Rain Day. While the second part discussed
the Residents’ sentiments, which is subdivided into five parts as follows: 1. the belief of Loong
King of the sea; 2. the rebuilding of Loong King Miao; 3. the Fishermen Festival held by local
government: 4. the role of women in the Grain Rain Day: 5. the anxiety and confusion about the
Over-exploitation of marine living resources.

If there is any inappropriateness, valuable comments are highly expected. This article is meant

mostly as examples for more specific study, and aims to enrich the maritime folklore research.
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