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Myoken Passed Down in the Chichibu Area:
—Its Changes and Current Situation ——

Abstract : Myoken worship is the deification of the North Star and Big Dipper, originally prac-
ticed by nomads and fishermen in the Middle East during ancient times. It later spread into
China, blended with astrology and Daoism, influenced Buddhism and led to the veneration of
Myoken Daibosatsu, or the Great Bodhisattva of the Pole Star. Chinese and Korean immigrants
then introduced this cult to Japan.

Myoken worship is deeply rooted in the Chichibu area where the religious practice now

involves three major figures, namely, the deities of estate, clan and production. For this paper, the
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Chichibu area was closely examined to explore the role of Myoken worship and the views of local
people in relation to these three figures of worship. The following are the findings of this study.
To gain insight into the estate deity, the Myoken Mound enshrined within the premises of the
Sekine Family in Nakamiyaji, Chichibu City, and Myoken worship in the surrounding areas were
studied. There the deified North Star and Big Dipper are venerated as the estate deity for not
only the Sekine Family but also local people, and veneration of the deity has been passed down
from generation to generation. Regarding the clan deity, the author investigated the Mikata
Shrine, one of the Chichibu Seven Shrines of Myoken built to protect the Chichibu Shrine from
misfortune. Local people’s views on Myoken have not changed, and worship is willingly practiced
and handed down to the next generation. The Otaue Rice Planting Festival and the Chichibu
Night Festival hosted by the Chichibu Shrine were also investigated to understand the produc-
tion deity. People involved in these two festivals work in sectors in Chichibu City involving agri-
culture, processing, commerce and manufacturing in particular. For them, Myoken worship
means praying to the production deity. These three aspects are intertwined with one another.
Two major points were revealed by examining Myoken worship today in the Chichibu area
based on these studies. First, the original form of the religion has been maintained, and we can
conclude that Myoken is an amalgamation of the estate and clan deities. Second, Myoken rituals

contribute to local development with the aspect of the production deity.
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&4 R £t ¥ R
T M FRACES oFLid BUk TRAC B AL (8 1994) Btk BUE D&
#5175 W BAL AR fex il =7y | E’\/\JH:'?T@UL%/
7 Rk IR T TR A fl)\ kﬁﬁ@‘ﬁ@?tfﬁiﬁb%t HAFT= s FER =5 BH & s Tld 7
AFTF Y. CRY 1983 246)
SRS/ foe = WA EA b mpT = BRACEETI AR 7 v L Ao
) | EBURE BN = AT ) B = 7 7 X AR
BT WENGR | T ) KB BRAE BE LIS A | STk < ADTERONE (Lp 5 L) BRICD > S EITHEE |y
WRA | (hhaEb) >r Y, I LHRN I F V7 = KB EH Tk | iR s s 2 LEbi s, <
A BB = 7 it%i:ﬁ/w*ﬂkd% P 7 ITHT BB b &
nNF T ra, [KE 1983 256]
%ﬁﬁﬁﬁi@ﬁ/*i’\’%“/\%?%ﬁgj{ﬁ*j %W:]\UEX\ ﬁf r}'{ﬁﬁaﬁj 7z
~ T IEREA 7 N B Y e BRACHES  BRBE b =, gk 4 B AT Te o 7
B3 | s | LA B EPA L DT = 7 KENTR B S AESE | WA AR KRB AT & 7 o 2RI 0 o SRR R b Rt | (SR 20
W S At IRAEPT =B BT T Y PR, AR | ST huch s Ll S B, it | Th P
KRBT 7V 2 7 G KIEFR 2 A5 b 7 ) 7, BIREAY = 3 e
VRS P S, (KB 1983 263] K
TEVRE R oD B bl & PRI A B MR & AvTun 7208, 3 & 2 AL B U1 AST TRE A
- _ W22 7272 01C iﬂﬁ@ﬁ)ﬂi%{ﬁ@ﬂtrmmmz L7zivs, KT 5
%4 | BR A EFA =7 ) B R W= 7 KEET | E [ ol RS 7 5 Y = 1 () ThB ] EEW P
Dmal | RESURLT | R Rk S L) R BT = e S P ) bR | IS DRRBEE T, BRI R CoCHL) . | i B il i/
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° ! O, AR ZIRAWHREMCE VELEND Z L1278 - 720
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o Do, FTIHERTETMNIL LR L 2O E Y TH %, T K YA
5677 | BREELLAN | U PR | SpT=ti d 7 ) BLEBR Acs | (UGT) S MDD o (B TR D B A e
Do | LSRR E | 7 KENT A TS K x =B B Y S bR, MR | SRS~ 5 i ISR L B O RE A L b | R NS
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