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Official and Unofficial Semi-Shrines and Local Village Rituals in Korea under Japanese
Rule: The Significance of Shrines in Villages

Abstract : Before World War II, Shrine Shinto was viewed not as a religion but as a ritual per-
formed by Japanese citizens and other people living in Japan's colonial territory. After the Decla-
ration of Clear Evidence of the National Policy was issued in 1935 amid the Japanese colonial
period from 1910 to 1945, Shrine Shinto increasingly focused on the monotheistic worship of Ama-

terasu Omikami. It was used to support the rise of Japanese nationalism and the process of indoc-

15



trination.

In view of such background, this paper will reveal how Shrine Shinto complied with the gov-
ernment’s policy and played a role in inculcating the extreme veneration of the Emperor and the
Imperial system by looking at the situation in Korean villages under Japanese rule. Furthermore,
the significance of shrines in villages will be discussed.

In villages where Japanese migrants settled the duality of worship style was observed; that is,
they enshrined both Amaterasu Omikami and local deities. In response to this duality, the Japa-
nese administration endeavored to bring these two styles together to promote the worship of the
goddess. In other words, the government strengthened the national indoctrination of these Japa-
nese migrants.

Most occupied villages were inhabited by Korean people, and local governments began a new
village ritual imitated traditional Dongje. This new ceremony was meant to be an integration of
traditional Korean Dongje and shrine facilities. In one form of administrative Dongje the practices
of shrines and traditional Dongje were syncretized. In the other form, however, traditional Dongje
was transformed into a shrine ritual. The former served as a means of indigenizing Shrine Shinto,
but the ritual stopped being held after the issuance of the Declaration of Clear Evidence of the
National Policy in 1935. Instead, the latter form of the village ritual was promoted as national
indoctrination began to take priority over the indigenization of shrines.

Even after World War II ended, Shrine Shinto contributed to the foundation of monolithic Japa-
nese nationalism. Nowadays, shrines in popular tourist destinations are thriving, whereas those in
rural areas with shrinking populations are falling into decline. The significance of having local
community shrines has been called into question, and the task of clearly defining this issue is a
challenge that Shrine Shinto now faces.

Terminologies
Shinshi : a small auxiliary shrine under the jurisdiction of a larger one

Mugan Shinshi : a semi-shrine unauthorized by the government
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