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The Study of Semi-shrines Sha and Shi in Taiwan during the
Period of Japanese Colonial Rule

Abstract : This paper will discuss semi-shrines—called sha or shi—built in Taiwan during the
period of Japanese colonial rule. Issues arising from the erection of semi-shrines will also be
examined.

First, how the government defined, controlled and regulated shrines and semi-shrines will be
revealed by referencing the laws and regulations issued by the Government-General of Taiwan in
1923. In the aftermath of the Tapani Incident in 1915, the Japanese government reviewed its reli-
gious policy through which old customs had been preserved; as the occupier of Taiwan, the gov-

ernment also conducted research on religions and set out to eliminate the confusion of having



individual regulations for such religions as Shinto and Buddhism. In 1923 the Government-General
introduced regulations regarding the erection, relocation, removal and integration of prefectural
shrines as well as regulations dealing with semi-shrines and another type of worship facilities
called Yohaijo. As the first religious law to define shrines and semi-shrines in Taiwan, shrines
were required to have a main hall, offering hall, shrine office, purification fountain and torii gate.
Without these structures present, Shinto facilities could not be considered a shrine, even if they
enshrined a deity and had the components necessary for carrying out ceremonies and rituals in
compliance with the relevant laws. Non-shrines, or sacred places that housed a god and where
people went to pray, were regarded as sha. In 1924 regulations to manage shrines and semi-
shrines were implemented with the aims to restrict the construction of unauthorized shrines and
to oversee how sha or shi in aboriginal areas were named.

In 1934 the Government-General set forth more shrine-centered regulations on the construction
of shrines, along with the policy of “one shrine in one town or village.” This paper will analyze
and discuss the construction of shrines and auxiliary shrines, with special emphasis on the reor-
ganization of sha. To this end, the 1938 ordinance by the Bureau of Culture and Education to
allow the foundation of an auxiliary shrine in each town or village and the guidelines for reorga-
nizing sha will be closely examined. It should be noted that according to provisions of the time,
building sha in areas other than aboriginal areas was prohibited, and when a shrine was built in
an area where sha already existed, the latter had to be disestablished.

In the last section of this paper, issues arising from the construction and reorganization of
semi-shrines in Taiwan under Japanese rule will be explored in comparison with the situation and

problems of shrine mergers carried out in Mainland Japan from 1906 to 1910 by the government.
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