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Integration of Tradition and Modernity Observed in the relationship between Official
and Folk Calendars in Taiwan.

Abstract : Taiwan has adopted an official calendar that represents the orthodoxy of the Qing
Dynasty, Japanese rule and the Nationalist government, and a folk calendar developed based on
the official one. The old calendar that the dynasty used as a dating system—the notion of days of
fortune and misfortune in particular—symbolizes cosmological sovereignty. The interpretations of

those days differ between the two types of calendars. Moreover, along with cosmology itself, the
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concept and image of cosmological sovereignty spread to Taiwan through the circulation of the
folk calendar imported from Fujian and Guangdong and interpreters of the days of fortune and
misfortune.

The new calendar signifying modern civilization was introduced at the end of the Qing
Dynasty and brought into Taiwan by Christian missionaries. Under Japanese rule, the Japanese
calendar that incorporated a date system based on the period of the reign of the emperor and
Japanese cultural enlightenment was adopted and promoted by a sect of Shinto called Jingu-kyo.
It was an official calendar proposed by the Meiji government, but the Taiwan Governor-General's
Office was not willing to circulate it. Instead, the office adopted the Taiwanese folk calendar that
combined the Japanese and Chinese chronological systems in 1913. It was introduced to the pub-
lic in a top-down manner through the government administration system and came to be com-
monly used at a local government level and downward. After World War II, an agricultural cal-
endar similar to the Taiwanese calendar was launched in the wake of the promotion of Chinese
culture under the Nationalist government. The number of days of fortune and misfortune in this
calendar gradually increased and started to be widely used in Taiwanese households during the
period of high economic growth in the 1960s and 1970s.

This paper will examine changes in the days of fortune and misfortune in these calendars, the
circulation of each calendar system, and people involved in the process. In doing so, the rise and
fall of the concept of cosmological sovereignty, such as how it was reconstructed and preserved
under Japanese rule and the Nationalist regime, will also be discussed, thereby revealing aspects

of Taiwan's modernization.
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