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The Trend of Architectural Designs in Taisho Period through the Design Competition
of the Memorial Hall for Great Kanto Earthquake

Abstract : In Taisho Period, architects conceived a variety of different styles, striving for new
designs. This study take a close look at the Memorial Hall for Great Kanto Earthquake Design
Competition held from December 22, 1924 to February 28, 1925, and attempt to reveal architec-
tural trends in the era. Seventy-five of the 221 designs submitted to the competition have
remained to date, with 36 contained in the collection of Designs Awarded in the Memorial Hall
for Great Kanto Earthquake Design Competition; 39 designs did not meet the award criteria but

continue to be stored in the Memorial Hall Archive. So, this study analyzes the external appear-
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ance of the designs that are elected one and unselected one that have not been open to public
viewing to examine the prevailing design elements and the design trend. The elevation and per-
spective plan of Seventy-five designs which shows the shape of the external appearance have
classified 6types of design style; Classicism, Expressionism, Art-Deco, Modernism, Japanese-tem-
ple Style, Oriental-temple Style, and clarified the most frequent elements in each style.

First, lots of the external appearances of designs were appeared to restrain the unnecessary
decorative elements and stack the floor like ziggurat style, also emphasize the verticality using
the vertical line. And, there were also appeared ‘Competition Style’ which is the classical tower
shape using dome-like roof and the opening which are vertically symmetry. Therefore, it makes
clear that Neat modern design and well-balanced classical design coexist in that time. Further-
more, it can be considered that designers demonstrate their individuality in details, like the repe-
tition of the simple geometric design and deformation arch opening, etc. Thus, this study can be
assumed to read the trend of the architectural design in Taisho period, the simple exteriors and

unique details.
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