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Case Study on Acquiring and Evaluating for Important Terms in Safety Problems
-Evaluation of Safety Terms in Literatures on Lovastatine by Frequency Analysis-
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Important terms on drug safety have been surveyed and exam-ined through a
general search on drug safety and a case study on a hypocholesterolemic agent,
Lovastatine. Four words, "adverse®’, "safety”, toxicity”,”failure® were found at
higher occurrence frequency rate in the records containing mainly description on
safety than that in the records containing little or no description on safety.
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Adrenocortical function in type II hyperlipoproteinemic patients treated
with lovastatin (mevinolin}.
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Lovastatin  (Mevinolin), a competitive inhibitor of the enzyme
3-hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl-coenzyme A reductase, has been used effectively
as a hypocholesterolemic agent in man. As an inhibitor of endogenous
cholesterol synthesis, a potentially serious side effect of therapy with
this drug is interference with adrenocortical function. The effect of
lovastatin on adrenal function was evaluated in a 6-month, randomized,
double blinded, placebo-controlled, crossover study involving 24 type II
hyperlipoproteinemic patients. Despite significant lowering of total and
low density lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol by lovastatin, no statistically
or clinically significant differences were seen in free cortisol excretion
or in plasma cortisol response to intravenous ACTH infusion between
baseline, placebo, and lovastatin-treated patients. We conclude that
lovastatin does not adversely affect adrenocortical reserve in patients
with heterozygous familial hypercholesterolemia (FH) or non-FH type II

hyperlipoproteinemia
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Descriptors: tAdrenal Cortex——Physiopathology--PP; #Hypercholesterolemia,
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CAS Registry No.: 50-23-7  (Hydrocortisone); 75330-756-5  (Lovastatin);
8002-60-2  (Adrenocorticotropic Hormone)
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