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Abstract

This study examines issues related to the differences in the two types of
interrogative sentences-yes/no and positive/negative types—in modern
Chinese language used in Chinese TV drama. Generally speaking, the modern
Chinese language has five types of interrogative sentences types: yes/no,
positive/negative, wh-, disjunctive, and ones with ne. In many previous studies,
yes/no and positive/negative interrogative sentence types were considered
synonymously varying with each other. However, there is no much meaning
difference between the two. Further, positive/negative type was not considered
a polite interrogative sentence. I agree with researchers’ view on positive/
negative interrogative sentence types; however, I think we need to consider the
differences in the hierarchical relationship levels of the speaker and hearer.
This study aims to investigate the differences in the two types of interrogative
sentences-yes/no and positive/negative from the view point of the speaker—
hearer relationship. Results of this study indicate that the speakers in Chinese
TV dramas use positive/negative interrogative sentences when they have to
use it in the context of a hierarchical relationship. Therefore, this interrogative
sentence type is inappropriate when communicating with your boss, except in
cases wherein you have an intimate relationship with him/her.
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KERICH B2 Lm—T IORETH b, FXHIE, EOMFIIHFLTDH,
SAZRER I A D A LT w2y, THISH LTI 4BEH L Twa,
ZDH)H3IHFN (10) DX HIZ, BYDOBEO T CTHFEZEMT LBICH
WHNTWS, (10) 1%, FICRATIICE L EEER T, HE 2 E
W5 NWE THIPLIZBENR 722 L 23T A ERESA TS,

(10) ¥F3CH @ B/hA | R/ANT AN ? FRATIEIR | 3 | fELh IR A
iy ? i 1 |
T RITERTAR A P 5, R T e | ARETET 2
VSO - b L (BT — W) SEGEEPRAREREARE P XA
RENARWIREEEIE T | PR/ iB A A N ?

WIS, THULHmOFERETH 5. TSRO IEFETIX, KRR
AW OLNDHEL 21 BT, WL HHEN TSI ER0h b
Bl (11))o SHIE—RMIZDZEL S o FEHRIZOHLZUTOLD
WCEET b, THEILHRED T, BIHICHTFEIOTEEH > TWE Y —
BHbIEnd, FREBEZTTCVARVEHBITE%, TNITHLT,
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PEERIARICIR S A M0 ED e - AR, BUKH, BIEOKAMIZENT
b, HERIREFEUEOREZFF o TVD, TOTENDL, FBITRL
TMFOBINEHRET 2 5 4 7 USSR XML, FEah#H & 2k
BOBRLZTTERL, BABOFEELHERDVHLEEZON L,

(1) T 77 sadF, Rk
VESCHR - UK, pRAIzRgng ?
T T RS YRR — IR ik

oMY, THAELICHE L5 ERxomiciz, (12), (13) ok
IBDBOVBH D, (12) 13K 2, ZEEE I E R 2RO L HE
ML EZHCTWICHELST, BMLERLAERICEZ 2B, H
MBEAELTBY, ZHEOBZEROLV, HICEZZ PN L TRE
ToTWwWh, L7zA-T, (12) 35IRLz B6) &ML x| (1987) @
KX B BGEE 72 > TV b,

(12) T J1 @ BB R R R PR R FA /ML ? FRHAE 1/
IE R, BRI PR R /N FRM PR AR 5L 32 5
REF Hi ko

(13) 1%, MRS 7 7 Y AT S E R M 72T NDFELIZDTH %,
COBITHEM RO, Lofl (6) LFEB " SRS L LM %
LTV W) RThb, BITHFZEICH D L 912, M7 BERH SCILH
FOHENZREPPFFENTEY, RKEREH LI —WoFHllrETh
Ew) ZEThMI, KT S 2008 E (13) @ X9 1L Tl
MyHZ 3LV EEZEZ LN,

(13) T oo, fREteEHCHE Co M, HIFER—DEHE, fRIA
F SR PRECH A EREAEN ? SR, PRAEE
TR MREA A AR ?
VFSCH o oo (VFsCmAt 2R Bl %)
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4. ¥&8

ATk, TVE NI (B 2S5iEre LT BUhEEERC
BUF B BER S & ARSI SCOMEHBEIICO W T, FahiE & Zali& DN
BBfRZ S LI, fFBREHLE VI AELS I L TE e ZOE, DT
DZEDNHL NPT T2,

9, EEEMSUIMT IR B Z 2RO LBMETH Y, ik L
ZiHE OMBRAITROCVEHER TN TV AE (T8, -ty 7)
ZBRWT, T oS TIMHNET SN8BMERTHLEEZ LN
b

WIZ, “ M BRSO W T, HEEH L e E OBRICE D S 3
TEDHMLTIED S0, KEOGHHRILOH L L, FROBVE
B REOH SRR Lo, Lo fMAMEEIE - 72,

KBS, —D2ORFEIIBWT, FULNEDSRM L ZRRS 72012, 15’
BERISC & EREM S & 8t L TV T WA L ORHA SR TH Y, BT
FEIZdH B (1987) 2B 5, “ g™ B L CHFHEH XM Z P L T 575,
BEBEH L TR IHEMISMO TP D LTwuhwni wifEmEsns
LEZOLNS,

AT 27201, TLERI < ZBLZRATE - 58 THh b, 7225, B
HEDEZAH, TFLERNIREZ O ENRLE Ly —AX 774 1A ET
HEFEIIIRESCOME R X 2 FRB RN D 5 L v ) EZORG E EELT
LR T TH D, 5HIE, TLEFIRNIGEND, E512%L
DEFEER 2 NET 2 L IS, BEREKRAER A vy a—fifh L b %
ML, XOHERER T4 TOSHEEAERIGEVIIERLEZEONS X
I BB T,

i#

1 RYPRZBURY — ) X LB #
ST 72 BRSO, HEIRTERR ORI R T 0. AT, CARRBEMI L & oxt
THIENHWTH D720, HHREMOBRZ 2z, "B 2 w72 5EM S
BT OMGIE T 5o

3 RHMBERISCIAIRD W Y, 4 Y A=Y a2 EREICTLI EICE S
THEFT LDV TEDLD, KEREM I TE 2\ RN L OBFEOHNIE, “ W
M EVoLRIFEZES AT S, KERM L TER®RD X9 %Rz
WFEORNTE C 2 X TE %\ 5 BRI SCOMFEOHTICIE, “FIE" "R O



10

BURHPEGRC 3517 2 A BE M S0 & IBEEH LD fEFIC B § 5 — & %2 73

)RR ZE L 2 EDTE LD, FHERBEN L ORBFHEOFNIIIH LD & 95 ZEIEH 2
WFEOFHIE L T EIETE RV,

Je& I )4 ] LU 26 RAS 6] (8 A T SR FR o] — B LNEY, 22— BB (G
1982 : 433),

This form of a question contains either a slight or considerable doubt about an
affirmative answer, implying a probability of less than 50%. (Chao2011 : 803)

The V-not-V question is used only ina neutral context whereas the particle-question
may be used in a neutral or a non-neutral context. (Li&Thompson : 202)

“S T EEINAT SAES 0 (1) MR AT PR LS, BE B Rk TR
FHREES. (2) BRMNEBIEAFAEL, smiENHWARREESE, MigsaH
Mo (3) MR ATUGEA BT E R, FEN H WA TMN G REESR. — Pk
=16 (1), (2) WREST, HAEH S 4y, AREHIEREY, /£ (3) MREH
T, AURASE BT 5 T 2 500 L5 AR, <SG T el Ay T DU IR B AR (1)
1987 : 118)o

72721, Li&Thompson (1979) %, X (1987) @ (2) IZIEEKLTWAR,

Zheé shi gianbi ma? &\ 9 DX, WHEITAHRARIET, BHaOFREEZLZ L1572
17 T3 2%, Zhe shi gianbi bushi? 3B UL 2L 20 %h5d, BEEM2T X
9 %EE&UC 7% V), Zhe shi-bushi gianbi? IZ H /3 O5FF A2 L X 72 LICL2D X W T,
REBTII)GHLAUCLEDETOT, ZOWITLo TEVGF T L TIEED FEA
(B4 1969 : 60) o

R E R, AR (5 1984 © 346),

Fho 45 ZFEEEE D O ZREE I L CEE Sz, FE BRI SC & RS S
DODROEFT EBEERT o T2 BERBUIRIHE 2 O ZEHH I LTSN 53
DEFIERT. b, MRUTEMEZMERLAL TS %, G525100% (2%
ShRWE&EbH 5. DT

PASRERM SC &SR3 2 Wk - B3 O B & &L B HEEd, HWiEeHkoE T
Hhb5 A4 T70b0, HFlOEEREBERNEHELTHNLE 4 TOLDI1E7
=254 7EEN S,

7TONE R W R W72 b o, 3ENE ARG KT Rz o, 261IEA A
RLGAHEH V2SO
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