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This research aims to clarify problems in written communica-
tion between foreign parents and Japanese staff members at kinder-
garten and day—care centers, and teachers at elementary schools in
Japan, through analysis of notebooks for communication called “ren-
rakucho”, and to suggest how to support foreign parents from the
aspect of Japanese language education.

In this paper, from the results of interviews with foreign moth-
ers and Japanese mothers, the topics, the strategies they use, and
problems on written communication between the mothers and staff
members at kindergarten and day-care centers are analyzed. The
foreign mothers usually provide information about daily life of their
children: an absence, a tardy arrival, illness, meals, and so on, by
writing messages in a renrakucho, as the Japanese mothers do.
However the foreign mothers rarely write any kind of inquiry,
counseling, or greetings in comparison with Japanese mothers be-
cause the foreign mothers do not have enough confidence in their
Japanese writing abilities. From the viewpoint of communication
through renrakucho, it is clear that the foreign mothers cannot fully
cooperate with the Japanese staff members at kindergarten or day-—
care centers in the process of raising their children.

The younger children are, the more frequent communication be-
comes necessary between parents and staff members. Foreign par-
ents need to be provided a focused course in Japanese writing, and
the syllabus and study materials for the course should be developed
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as soon as possible.
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