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The aim of this paper is to investigate the polysemy of sentence-
ending suffix —ci(yo) in Korean, with special attention to the certain-
ty of knowledge. Basically, -ci(yo) in declaratives expresses
“knowledge(the information which the speakers have known al-
ready)”, which is classified into the two types “certain knowledge”
and “uncertain knowledge”. The two types of —ci(yo) in “yes-no
questions” is extended from “certain knowledge” and “uncertain
knowledge” in declaratives. —ci(yo) in wh-questions is extended from
“uncertain knowledge” in declaratives. —ci(yo) in imperatives, prop-
ositives and volitionals is extended from “certain knowledge” in de-
claratives.
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