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A Quantitative Analysis of Japanese
Twitter Users’ Public Opinions of Chinese People:
A Comparison with Their Opinions of Korean People

TAKA, Fumiaki

This study gathered Japanese tweets (statements posted on Twitter) regarding Chinese people and con-
ducted quantitative analysis to compare them with tweets regarding Koreans, which was analyzed by Taka
(2014, Studies in Humanities) . The majority of the tweets regarding Chinese people were negative, and there
were fewer positive tweets among those regarding Chinese people than those regarding Koreans. There was
a tendency for a few users to post large numbers of tweets. In addition, tweets regarding Chinese were dif-
fused more frequently than general tweets, and less than those regarding Koreans. Furthermore, quantita-
tive text analysis revealed a strong influence of a conservative news site, a famous far right activist and an
anonymous BBS site “2 channel” and its curator sites (“2 channel-matome-blogs”). In addition, quantitative
text analyses focusing on racism, historical or diplomatic issues, references to politics or economics, distrust
of mass media, beliefs in the actual “truth” being hidden, and intention to diffuse or withhold information

were conducted.

Keywords : ethnic prejudice, social media, Internet right-wingers, Twitter, quantitative text analysis
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