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A line of noisy color pollutions in Japan and their solutions

MITSUBOSHI Muneo
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Abstract

Several cases in noisy color public pollutions in Japan were described with pictures. There included
were the cases of Tokyo municipal bus in 1981, neon signs of a McDonald’s in 1985 and a building of Bic
Camera Company in 1986. The author called those three cases “The biggest three noisy color pollutions
in Japan”, since those three pollutions, the author says, made Japanese conscious to noisy color.

The author suggested four possible solutions as below:

a. Zoning, i.e. the buildings or the signs with very vivid colors should be restricted into a limited area.

b. Vivid colors should be restricted in lower places, from which pedestrians can see only a part of it.

c. Vivid colors should be decreased in size.

d. Vivid colors should be decreased in saturation. Vivid red or orange colors can be replaced with brown

or beige or something like low-saturated colors.

Finally the difference found between Japan and European countries and the United States concerning

the severeness for noisy colors was briefly discussed.
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