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English as a Second Language
ESL E-G English as a Second Language: Four hours per week
Noncredit $395. Limited enrollment.

All classes meet two times per week.

Fall term (23000): Anne R. Dow, M.A., Director of Program of English as a
Second Language in Continuing Education, Harvard University, and Faculty.

Preparation for work and study in the United States. Classes for students of
every level, beginner to advanced. Small group instruction (average class size
15). Individual attention and supervised practice. Limited use of language
laboratory.

- Combined Skills. Designed to develop all language skills(listening, speaking,
reading, and writing), to expand knowledge of structure and vocabulary, and
to build fluency in spoken and written English based on the needs of the
group. Classes at all levels from beginning to advanced. Assignment based on
placement test scores.

- Listening and Speaking. Practice in listening fast, idiomatic English and in-
struction and practice in word choice, speaking style, rhythm and intonation,
conversation, discussion, and preparation. Open only to students with inter-
mediate or advanced placement test scores.

- TOEFL Preparation. Intensive grammar review, practice in listening and
reading, and instruction in test-taking strategies required for the international
Test of English as a Foreign Language(TOEFL). Open only to students with
intermediate or advanced placement test scores.

- American Literature. Why are Americans the way they are? In this class,
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students will read and discuss classic and contemporary American literature
in order to try to find out. Along the way, students will work on vocabulary
and reading comprehension, as well as analytical, writing, and discussion
skills. Good preparation for American university study. Open only to stu-
dents with advanced placement test scores.

- Writing. Instruction and practice in writing clearly and correctly in a vari-
ety of styles (narrative, descriptive, expository, argumentative) for general
purpose. Open only to students with advanced placement test scores. Separate
writing classes for university or scholarly academic writing (emphasis on ex-
pository and argumentative styles and associated format conventions) will be
created if a sufficient number of students are interested.
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35 The Great Bracelet Mystery

A lady had four pieces of gold chain. Each piece contained
three links. She took the four pieces to a jeweler and asked
him to join them together to make a bracelet, like this:

“T'll have to charge you a dollar for each link I cut apart
and weld together again,” the jeweler said. “Since I have to
cut and weld four links, the job will cost you four dollars.”

“Oh no it won’t,” said the lady (who was very good at
puzzles). “It should cost only three dollars because you can
make the bracelet by cutting and welding only three links.”

The lady was right. Show how the job can be done in just
the way she said.

69
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Calvin Trillin

IT’S JUST TOO LATE
O

CaLvIN TRILLIN (b. 1935) grew up in Kansas City, Missouri, and at-
tended Yale University. He worked as a reporter for Time magazine, and
from 1963 to 1982 he was a staff writer for The New Yorker. His regular
reports of his travels around the United States focused on daily life,
including where and how Americans eat. These observations were col-
lected in three books on food in America: American Fried (1974), Alice,
Let’s Eat (1978), and Third Helpings (1983). The humorous columns he
wrote for the Nation are collected in If You Can’t Say Something Nice
(1987). In 1984 he published another collection of observations drawn
from The New Yorker on the ways Americans get killed, for this macabre
topic, according to the author, often illuminates the way people live. In
the following chapter from Killings (1984), Trillin examines the death of
a teenage girl who was killed in a car chase and accident.

Knoxsville, Tennessee

March 1979

Until she was sixteen, FaNee Cooper was what her parents some- 1
times called an ideal child. “You’d never have to correct her,” FaNee’s
mother has said. In sixth grade, FaNee won a spelling contest. She
played the piano and the flute. She seemed to believe what she heard
every Sunday at the Beaver Dam Baptist Church about good and evil
and the hereafter. FaNee was not an outgoing child. Even as a baby,
she was uncomfortable when she was held and cuddled. She found it
easy to tell her parents she loved them but difficult to confide in them.
Particularly compared to her sister, Kristy, a cheerful, open little girl
two and a half years younger, she was reserved and introspective. The
thoughts she kept to herself, though, were apparently happy thoughts.
Her eighth-grade essay on Christmas — written in a remarkably neat

131
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132 Family Ties

hand — talked of the joys of helping put together toys for her little
brother, Leo, Jr., and the importance of her parents’ reminder that
Christmas is the birthday of Jesus. Her parents were the sort of people
who might have been expected to have an ideal child. As a boy, Leo
Cooper had been called “one of the greatest high-school basketball
players ever developed in Knox County.” He went on to play basketball
at East Tennessee State, and he married the homecoming queen,
JoAnn Henson. After college, Cooper became a high-school basketball
coach and teacher and, eventually, an administrator. By the time
FaNee turned thirteen, in 1973, he was in his third year as the prin-
cipal of Gresham Junior High School, in Fountain City — a small
Knox County town that had been swallowed up by Knoxville when the
suburbs began to move north. A tall man, with curly black hair going
on gray, Leo Cooper has an elaborate way of talking (“Unless I'm very
badly mistaken, he has never related to me totally the content of his
conversation”) and a manner that may come from years of trying to
leave errant junior-high-school students with the impression that a
responsible adult is magnanimous, even humble, about invariably
being in the right. His wife, a high-school art teacher, paints and does
batik, and created the name FaNee because she liked the way it looked
and sounded — it sounds like “Fawnee” when the Coopers say it — but
the impression she gives is not of artiness but of soft-spoken small-town
gentility. When she found, in the course of cleaning up FaNee's room,
that her ideal thirteen-year-old had been smoking cigarettes, she was,
in her words, crushed. “FaNee was such a perfect child before that,”
JoAnn Cooper said some time later. “She was angry that we found out.
She knew we knew that she had done something we didn’t approve of,
and then the rebellion started. I was hurt. I was very hurt. 1 guess it
came through as disappointment.”

Several months later, FaNee’s grandmother died. FaNee had been :
devoted to her grandmother. She wrote a poem in her memory — an
almost joyous poem, filled with Christian faith in the afterlife (“Please
don’t grieve over my happiness/Rejoice with me in the presence of the
Angels of Heaven”). She also took some keepsakes from her grand-
metier's house, and was apparently mortified when her parents found
them and explained that they would have to be returned. By then, the
Coopers were aware that FaNee was going to have a difficult time as a
teenager. They thought she might be self-conscious about the double
affliction of glasses and braces. They thought she might be uncomfort-
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

CONTINUING EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

This is to certify that during the Fall Term

of the academic year 1991-92
Yasunaga Takachiho

enrolled in and completed with distinction
General English as a Second Language,
a non-credit combined-skills course

which met eight hours per week for twelve weeks.

j,w_-_—z.% &
Anne R. Dow Michael Shlnagel

Director Dean

English as a Second Language Continuing Education
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