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The Modernization and the Change of the Values of Cattle
in a So-called ““*East African Cattle Complex’’ Society:
the Historical Changes and the Modern Meanings of
the kimanakta-kimanagan, Lending-borrowing of Livestock
among the Kipsigis of Kenya

Toru Komma, Ohita University

This essay describes and analyzes how the kimanakta-kimanagan, or a custom of lending-out/
borrowing of livestock including cattle, among the Kipsigis people of Kenya has changed through
the drastic acculturation they have consequtively experienced through out this century after they came
into contact with the European settlers in the Kenyan ‘‘White Highland’’. Moreover, this essay
explains how the values of cattle have changed and survived in the Kipsigis society which is among
so-called ‘‘East African cattle complex’’ societies, with the special reference to the kimanakta-
kimanagan system.

The Kipsigis: have been generally regarded as a ‘‘model’’ East African people in that this
traditionally pastoral people very successfully adapted themselves to the colonial and capitalistic
economy by rapidly adopting maize cultivation with plough and by shifting from communal land
tenure to private land tenure. As a result, it is claimed, they lessened their pastoral attributes in large
and cattle, around which almost all the traditional values of the people had centred, descalated to a
simple article of commerse which was even less valuable than maize.

It may be true that some characteristics of the traditional Kipsigis culture centred around cattle
declined, but it can not be denied that the kimanakta-kimanagan system survives well in the course
of the acculturation and that cattle still maintain importance as multiple media through which social
relations are structured.

Traditionally, the kimanakta-kimanagan contract was made on individual base among age-mates,
affines, relatives, clansmen etc., and a cow, she-goat, or ewe was sent out as long-termed loan so that
it could supply milk and blood to drink to the debtor’s family. This system contributed to reduce
inequality in the number of livestock, which were the then primary means of survival, held by
individuals as well as possible discontents among the people, and therefore to maintain the unity of the
acephalous and non-segmental Kipsigis society.
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Researchers are apt to underestimate, or even neglect, the signiﬁcance of the existence of the highly
transformed modem kimanakta-kimanagan system, judging form the descalation of the relative
economic value of cattle. The system has been flexibly amended and developing new variations of
practice in accordance with the needs derived from the modernization. But thus, all the more, it makes
for minimizing the inequality not only in cattle holdings but also in their economy as a whole in the
modern Kipsigis society. This may be the very reason the system survives the radical changes of their
life style. In other words, it achieved its involution in this way.
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7 — ZF. 192050 5 1930 H I T
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BCHFTVFRADALER>T, ZLDEATE
OBWHEO—BERLDF 2 ERAR, B “fATh
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B D ERT A HIZED O AFTICHA TV IC 'R
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2y ¥aF-—DEREEEICE. TRER. =
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FZEZRL, &9 LTHRIRICFIRTE 2 tHiA ik
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LR H - 1oo BERO T & FEpERD Mok
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FEREFOZAZOFDICERZEXT, R
HIERF SRR E U7 THIE 7 7 U A iCk
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IEERNIC & - THICALE S 7= TH A 9D D3,
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Fo by EDIVHESEEEL TENEEHA
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FUREAALICRELETLE >, PUED
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MERDSHE U B T LI ZDIEH, NI F vy
M 6 FEHICEZOHAICHED <5 LTHEAL
CLTHHELTLE -, VS T .
EEESHEACABELRD TE LM, S
ThHb, BEWMIEAREZEAL THINAEEES
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DY FTHEL by o fENMINTHL
KUEBEF AR EITE>T VT F v bid, 19
35T I3 T — H — 2V IAAL, T DEREFE
HO S Hic (B8] %250 —H —~300T —
A —icE TP L (LU : 506), EHERO
A2 BREEA, FELID, FTVFRDE
BHEEHERELSIRL TRV - D iEh
5., FAIKS, BEAEBEOPD AEZEMT
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5 LTy FvAZIT L B EHIFAHE LD KD
FRFT7VFRT v FORREBT L7 4 HIFIC
F9 LD, b~y — bFEED Y M
N BPICRW - D &L RITIILEREITE
BLTWL, '

[—RRHIIT W - Ty 1930 RATDITIE T DA
(REZ5 L HIFrE) BT 52 AL \|ANICT
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BV A A T 1940 R > © 19505 LRIT IR 2 7%
» (KK : 287, 295). 19504ER BT, +
7V EF 2RI~ HicE B F THY AT Y
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FTHID BV IAB DO HEIT LT L T 1940F4K
BEDD I -0y SAAEHICELR 7 T 4w
4 — DHASHED HIFEHERIL S 11, DWITIFER
MBS & - THEO BUE % T2 I HIRR
L7z (KK: 286) THUE. HHERT T 4 v
5 —MEADPS (F=F A4 ELT) HH-Th
DFEFEHOTCEE, BHEMTEIRI T+ v
5 — o EAE LEE LWL EHBE
NDFHFHDYIDHEZ %16 > T-bDTH - 12,
T DB, St BIZ1940FERBF¥EDF VT4
DHy TT 4y FHEOEFICHN TV IOEE
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TF 4y FHESERRL b0 & IZEEEOE
D3 7Y FRDOF<F A VEIEICSELIE
EZH0PELHEBDNS,

ZDEHIIRRD S & 1UFERLBHLIED S
T EO FREBFERERHOF 2 N, K
BICEHFA~NEDAEND T I3 505, #H
FRTHNEBR—E L il EbickRt 5
AT B, ERALDF TV FRXS VY FOKZHT
—RIGEITTL TV Icb I TEEBVIC b b5
3. EOHUE T  1950F RPIGHIC IE T i S hs
ZURICEBLICE 5 72 T L3R HID 6 DD EH
FRODAEEERID T HURFED DO HERE» S 13 -
EpEHEAENS (FEL : 296 -298),

[ 2 R RABLIATICIE., EFEHD i~
ABENERFELLBOF TV FROFKERIELL
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Rz H1950ERICHINEEBONTF T
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THIO BT BIEE 2D, =TI o ZB4E
19644 S 1205, [+ 7V F2DD5EHIC K
3o EE . HEOEREEEYBICL -
TH 2 REAKKOKRD L OLEE R AENT
W72 ] (CNLT:267) O THD. HHUTIIER
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FYFgFT4RAM) 7 bOANHEBEEICHS
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25— b PEENEBEOTEHBICH STV F
2 b HEE» 7. (CNLT : 264),

25— Xickhid, F7YFEROHEEAODN
WHMNTELTWBI964FEDEETH, £2<D
+HiEa oy NAAEEEEAPRELTS
b (AL). &g AOEmnEEFBOKED
RIS, FHIERLEOF TV FRDOAD
ZiME9 3 BT TEHSECEHE] ASHE R
RFLLSEDOLNT VBT H ST, L=
WAV ETVEZRDAOB OO TED
ICBEUEMCE S 7252 ETFllEhTns ([
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LidvHboo. HEEFOHWIZERERT
b, F7VERT VO [EAAL) RREHT
Ld—HETHBEFVALD, KickbE, 19
BLEFEYEED 6 DD o — ¥ 3 Y OMBEIZKRD X
HIK b —IdtDE 1, F2ahyr—va /T
RO FHOCIAB DI N Z Y F DR 51,
PEOFE I or— ¥ a Y TEREAVIAANT TIC
BE > THBY., FEHOES ar—va Vidi
7L D TRV IAA T EE, FMEEEE 4 v —
Vg VIR RAECAALIEE D, EIEE
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2 =X, FFUER [EEMBLRES
HEAD A (LS THIRESIE» 5) ©
HFLE A~ & RBICHBITL Iciic, =+ V9N
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D&, FTVFROEESERLE®RFT 5
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VICMB) FaoNWTBETHA T Y EpSF

FYHER TV EANRAING &) EHIIEA
FHICHELFRL TN,

F =Y STHIEDF 7V F X5V FADRR
ARL93TAEICE R S Nt b3 72 0 T & 13 1485F
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2 b BREA A LD TH B, [IEICEET
W S & bENALE D~V 7= b DIEER TR
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FEOHETH B LBOTHL BN, EEiCEF
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ThroxroavicEEEZE-T, EWHT LT
1859 o

Apscng TERAMICKS L, F—rER
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KOCESINIF TV F¥2DHE (cattle)
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AN E DS, HARshE L T5eHld 5 T & &R
BEICL TV B EOMDTERTH- o O
&%, ElKslBLiA—F+—FV VOEE
BHEYNCHZ TN 5,

ZDE3IDLT = TR, F@JRD 3 D>DH
FI)—KHFonb,
(1) l’%@fHGB)(tugap ga) —MEICL->T
B4

@) TEB D41 (tugap koito) — W1
18 & BT D> 52 - 704

(3) [Fic AN 41" (tugap kibar £7-13
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