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“Lights of Kindness”: Documentation of Folk Culture
and Changes in Way of Life in Miyamoto Tsuneichi's “Nagura Talk”

Abstract : Miyamoto Tsuneichi’s “Nagura Talk” [in his book The Forgotten Japanese] is a chroni-
cle of changes in way of life as told by the elderly in the village of Nagura, Aichi Prefecture. Mr.
Kinpei said that because there was light in front of the Juichi house and he could see the tip of
his hoe, he was able to work until late at night. Then Mrs. Ogasawara explained that because Mr.

Kinpei was working, the Juichi family kept the lights on. These lights were “lights of kindness” in



the village community.

This account was later criticized for contrivance. This study aims at looking into the reason for
such criticism, so the author also undertook fieldwork to verify the facts. As a result, locations
were found that might have corresponded to the sites where the “lights of kindness” were
observed. It is highly possible that Miyamoto might have been mistaken when recording what he
heard from the informants. There were flaws in the process of documenting folk customs.

This study attempted to replicate Miyamoto's folklore studies by verifying existing photo-
graphic evidence and Miyamoto's diary, combined with actual fieldwork. As a result, questions
about the dates of the meetings mentioned in the book and when the souvenir photos were taken
were clarified. The chaoke (tea container), kiyomeoke (dipper for sprinkling water for cleaning),
and other utensils discussed at the meetings have been preserved in the museum. This research

resulted in a deeper understanding of the accounts in Miyamoto’'s “Nagura Talk.”

KEYWORDS : “Nagura Talk”
“lights of kindness”
changes in way of life
life chronicles
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