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The current study is based on the previous study, “Assessing
Performance Data in IBC EFL Classes, 2021-2022,” which was published
in Project Paper No. 58 (2023). That study considered data from 126
IBC student subjects (N=126). The subjects answered self-report

¢
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questionnaires, and the researcher performed correlation analyses with
these responses against student performance markers such as class
grades and in-class speaking participation scores. The purpose was to

test associations in the data.

The current study will consider data from approximately 220 IBC
student subjects (N=220). I have currently collected data from just over
150 subjects, during the school years of 2023 and 2024. Year 2025 should
provide at least 70 to 80 additional subjects. As in the previous study,
subjects respond to self-report questions about their individual processes
regarding emotion, motivation, and behavior. These questions are
simplified from the prior study and require only about five minutes to
complete this time. The student performance markers are also similar to

the prior study, which include markers such as class grades and in-class
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speaking participation. A new marker this time includes report-writing
on speaking sessions attended with the Language Commons teachers, in

English Lounge and English Express.

As with the prior study, the data from the eventual 220 or more
students will be processed through a correlation matrix, to determine
any associations between all the data: self-report questions and class
performance markers. To maintain consistency with the prior study, the
correlation testing method will once again be Spearman correlation
testing, to determine the Spearman coefficient between all associations.
In the prior study, significant correlations were reported between certain
self-report question items and performance markers, especially in-class
participation markers. The current study will test these same associations
again, with the new data, and analyze any new associations that emerge
from these current data. So far, no statistical testing or analyses have

been performed.

BT IBC 707 T ADFENOBIEEREFEST T & EIEFE
D R ER ARO[ FIZANT 72 AR R—ET 5o BIEETHOWED
PRI LT O ) Th 5o

The goals of the research paper are: 1. How to attract the best
students most effectively for the Kanagawa University International
Business Communication Program. For the rest of this midterm paper
progress report, it will be referred to as “IBC Program.” 2. How to
create more successful and satisfied students once they have entered the

IBC Program.

The initial research paper began September 1%, 2021 and is still a
work in progress. The data and analysis in the initial research paper
covered the period from September 1%, 2021-December 31%, 2022. The
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final paper was published in volume 58 (2023) of Kanagawa University s
Institute of International Business and Management.

As a baseline, the IBC program had approximately 121 students join
the program from the spring 2021 semester. As of September 1%, 2024,
there are 379 students studying in the IBC program. Having data from
2021 and 2022 and the data analysis provided insights into how to better
manage some of the key aspects of the IBC program.

Follow-up student survey data has already been collected from
2023 spring. The final survey data set will be collected during the first
two weeks of December 2024. After all the necessary student survey
data is collected in December 2024, the researchers will analyze the
data and publish their updated 2023 and 2024 findings in a spring 2026
volume of Kanagawa University's Institute of International Business
and Management. Once the findings are published, the key takeaway
action steps to further strengthen the IBC program will be presented

to decision makers.
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