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Abstract

The Inverted Causative Structure in Chinese—famous for its unusual
word order—has been explored by linguists interested in the linguistic
theory of causativity or thematic relations. However, there exists ambi-
guity regarding the situations in which people can, or cannot, apply this
construction. Additionally, it is pertinent to examine how an inanimate
thing, used as an object of a verb, can stand as the subject in this con-
struction.

This study investigated the sentences that describe the situation
where touching something causes a foreign object to adhere to the body
of the agent. In addition to the inverted causative structure, two other
constructions can also describe the same adhesion situation. These three
types of constructions are as follows: DSV T — N #¥) (foreign sub-
stances), @V T & — N ¥ (foreign substances), and @S (inani-
mate subject) V T & — N E4¥ (foreign substances). Among them,
type @ is the most normal expression to describe the whole adhesion
event. Type @ is a marked construction in two respects: first, it is has
no subject; second, the agent # (I) comes after the verb. Owing to
these marked grammatical characteristics, type @ is often applied when
users are unable to anticipate that foreign substances would adhere to
their body. Type @ is the so-called inverted causative construction. Ob-
servation of real-life examples (sentences) on social media (Weibo) re-
vealed that this construction can be applied only when the person unin-
tentionally touches something—unintentionality is a necessary condition
for the validity of this construction. As there is no intentionality, we have
to ascribe the cause of adhesion to inanimate things, and thus, an inani-



mate ex-object becomes the subject in this construction. In addition to
these three types, there is a construction that also has the inanimate sub-
ject: S (foreign substances) V T # — N. This study examined why the
verb f# could not appear in this construction from the perspective of in-
tentionality.
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What makes you think so? / What took you to Alaska? / That explains it. / That reminds me.
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