59

From Hyperesthesia to Numbness. Analysis of En rade
of Huysmans (On Neurosis Literature (3))

Kensuke KUMAGAI

Abstract

This study examines the representation of the “neurotic” in En rade
(Stranded) (1887) — a novel written by Joris-Karl Huysmans during
his passage from naturalism to mysticism. In this work, which most con-
temporary critics received slightly less favorably compared to his ep-
och-making A rebours (Against Nature) (1884), the couple Jacques and
Louise Marles suffer from the rural realistic events in Lourps. Jacques is
haunted by the hallucinatory waking dreams; Louise is afflicted by a ner-
vous illness with hysteria and adynamia.

For a long time, in Huysmans's career, En rade was regarded as a
novel halfway between the naturalist and decadent or mystical phases,
marked by the insert of dreams and hallucinations. This article notes,
first, the relation of this text with A rebours, because both the novels in-
clude pathological behaviors, such as the hero’s addiction. Based on Huys-
mans's experience of neurosis (and that of his mistress Anna Meunier)
and the documentation of psychological studies in his epoch, especially
Alfred Maury's Le Sommeil et les réves (Sleep and Dreams) (1861), the
novelist of A rebours especially focuses on “Hyperesthesia” of Des Es-
seintes—symptoms induced by excessive external stimuli (“surexci-
tation”, “exacerbation”, “exaltation”) (Chap.1).

Second, we examine Huysmans's method of use of dream in En rade
around the “dream of Esther”, to clarify how dream is related to reality.
It is through the optical stimuli (in contemplation of simple motifs on the
wall) that Jacques passes from the rude reality of Lourps's castle to the
dream world of a mystic and erotic atmosphere, from immobility to li-
quidity. Wondering to himself about the reason for this mysterious
dream both on the materialist and supernatural interpretations, Jacques
finally realizes that « I'insondable énigme du Réve le hantait (the unfath-
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omable enigma of the Dream haunted him) » (chap.?2).

Third, we view Huysmans's rendering of the lunatic world as the
dreaming side, and that of rustic landscape as the reality side. Whereas
the selenography is characterized by the absence of senses (smell, sound,
color), we remark in this immobile and “non-human” universe, an analo-
gy of Louise suffering from catalepsy, and paradoxically, a kind of atarax-
la that Jacques acquired with the evidence of his wife beside him. Feel-
ing troubled with a series of cauchemars, Jacques, finally, falls asleep
(“assoupissement (drowsiness)”, “engourdissement (numbness)”);
through this state of mind, the scenery of Lourps is depicted as a simple
landscape without senses, contemplated via Jacque's eyes excluding all
thought (“neither sincere melancholy nor veritable joy”) (chap.3).

Huysmans reveals in En rade, a real and hallucinated world (“surre-
al” world), induced by external stimuli via the neurological system, sur-
passing the border between reality and dream, naturalism and idealism.
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TBY, 2o [ZAT7)IV, WE] b—HBOWLFL L TZEIN TV L

27)  Ibid.
28) « Esther, Fragment », La Vogue, no. 8, le 13 juin 1886, pp. 255-260.
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31) LTI FEED G233 %o Hannah Scott, “Vert Versus Verre: Vegetal Violence in J-K
Huysmans's En Rade”, French Studies, vol. 69, no. 3, 2015, pp. 17-18.
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33)  Ibid. p. 800.
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36) Ibid.
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Po72, WikEF -T2 EN, MROEAO OB L ERN D L0 567] [H5® LI
Bl SPIDH 5T, L bHEFELR L DL iUt’)%&h‘&lﬂ’)@L\%ﬁ) 12 ITESF oL i’)ﬁ‘h‘
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51) Ibid, p.830.
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En rade de J-K. Huysmans », Revue d’Histoire littéraire de la France, vol. 93, no 1, 1993, p. 112.
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54)  Roman I, op. cit., pp. 830-831.
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Revision history and emergence of “the style that differ-
entiates the authors’ narrative and the characters’
speech”——A focus on the revisions of Xia Shang’s novel
“Chronicles of the Shanghai Pudong”

JIA Haitao

Abstract

In this paper, taking XIA Shang’s E 7 novel “Chronicles of the
Shanghai Pudong” [ 5] (2011) as a case study, we first reviewed
the revision history of various editions and then meticulously organized
the actual modifications of Shanghainese within the work by compara-
tively analyzing multiple published versions. This approach allowed us to
identify how dialect vocabulary and its stylistic features were incorporat-
ed.

To clarify the characteristics of dialect usage in the work and the
author’s narrative awareness, we introduced an analytical method called
“version criticism” WiAR#LEE. This approach traces the signs of explora-
tion in literary languages through the revisions of specific editions, help-
ing us to understand the realities of these modifications.

This method was advocated by literary researcher JIN Hongyu 4%
7. While classical philology involves the empirical analysis of text ver-
sions—examining forms, materials, genesis, and identification of reliable
editions—"version criticism” in modern literature aims primarily to veri-
fy the changes in the different versions of a work, organize the variations
in wording due to the author’s revisions, and analyze the reasons behind
these changes and their features, as well as the underlying social, politi-
cal, and ideological demands. The introduction of “version criticism” has
proven highly effective in examining the dialect usage and language con-
sciousness of authors from Shanghai.

In this paper, we found that the modifications of literary language in
“Chronicles of the Shanghai Pudong” primarily focus on replacing stan-
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dardized expressions with dialect vocabulary in dialogue texts where
words carry meanings independently, referred to as “actual words” F3i.
On the other hand, although there are fewer modifications to dialect vo-
cabulary in narrative texts, limited vocabulary such as terms for address-
ing relatives, swear words, and idioms are retained. These modifications
and retained elements are positioned both inside and outside the quota-
tion marks, highlighting the stylistic differences between the narrative
and dialogue texts as the versions evolve. In other words, the modifica-
tions and use of dialect are based almost exclusively on “the style that
differentiates the authors” narrative and the characters’ speech” [l &%

AR .



