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Study of the Use of “Palaces” for Receiving the Emperor in the Meiji Era

Abstract : In the Meiji era (1868-1912), the emperor visited factories, schools and other places
to observe them. The private properties of upper-class people, including high-ranking government
officials, were also subject to imperial visits. The emperor visited Nagahiro Kuroda’'s “palace,” one
of the earliest privately owned Western-style buildings, a year after its completion. Scholars
therefore view this building as having been built specifically to receive the emperor.

This paper aims to clarify how such properties erected to receive imperial visits were used on
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the occasion of the emperor’s call. Emperor Meiji visited 52 private palaces, with the floor plans
for four structures owned by the important political figures Akiyoshi Yamada, Akimasa Ikeda,
Naohiro Nabeshima and Toshinari Maeda still preserved today. After reviewing the overall struc-
tures and room layouts, along with recorded details of the imperial visits, this paper examined
how the palaces were used to receive the emperor’s visits.

The study found that the four palaces had little in common regarding their structure, size and
layout. The buildings themselves had no special features to characterize palaces that accommo-
dated imperial visits. All four, however, had a room in their Western-style buildings for the
emperor to rest. In the Japanese-style buildings, the palace owners prepared a room for perform-
ing arts to regale the emperor. The hosts used the Western-style and Japanese-style residences
alternately to entertain the emperor.

The palaces seem to have a unique style of setting up a second-floor room for the emperor’s
repose. Except for Maeda’s palace, the buildings set aside a resting room on the second floor even
if they had a large guestroom on the first floor. In addition to the four palaces chosen originally
for research, this study also looked into the location of the imperial resting room in eight other
palaces owned by Kuroda, Okubo, Okuma, Tokugawa, Saigo, Oyama, Kawamura and Hijikata.
The only available records on these Western-style buildings are photos of their exteriors. The
research revealed that all the Western-style buildings, except for Okubo and Tokugawa’s, had a
room for the emperor on the second floor. This finding suggests that many palaces where the
emperor sojourned during the Meiji period characteristically had a resting room for imperial use

on the second floor, regardless of the floor plan.
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