A view of Classifying the areas infested with the mythical
predators of cattle and horses, Shii, into two categories:
Special reference to the missing link, a Zen Buddhist
monk, Tesson Gensaku's versatile activities (Part 2)

KOMMA Toru

Abstract

This study, presented under the title and appearing as the page
headline, consists of two parts. This particular part 2, subtitled “KAIBA-
RA Ekiken's view of folk-culture and Tesson Gensaku's way of edifica-
tion,” is the latter part, while the former part, subtitled, “The Gyuto and
Hashiramatu rituals in the ‘horse-poor Nagato domain™ appeared in Issue
No. 211 of “Jinbun Kenkyu" (Studies in Humanities) in March 2024.

Taking over the three earlier papers of his own on Shi;, Komma
(2021, 2022a, 2022b) now tackles the two final topics, (1) “Where, when,
and by whom was the notion of Skii originated in Japan?” and (2) “Why
does a Shir harm horses only, but not other cattle in the Chikugo and
Higo domains?”

In Part 1, the author confirmed that (i) the Zen Buddhist monk Tes-
son Gensaku (1567-1638) introduced the notion of Shii to emblematize
the invisible foreign mysterious cause of massive fatalities of cattle that
suddenly occurred in Mukatsuku village, Saki-Otsu district, the Nagato
domain, in the second year of the Kanbun era (1662), and (ii) an innova-
tive etiological interpretation was collectively required soon after the un-
precedented outbreak of rinderpest was first documented in Japan.

Then, in Part 2, the author insists that Tesson Gensaku, the 18"
chief priest of the magnificent Taineiji Temple, which was the most
prominent base for the Souto Zen sect’s edification in Mae-Otsu district
is the missing link between the two categories of the areas infested with
Shii, that is, (a) the mainstream area in western Honshu, including the
Nagato and Suo domains, where it always attacked cattle and fairly often
horses too, and (b) the effluent area, that is, the Chikugo domain in com-
bination with the Higo domain in Kyushu, where it had been attacking



exclusively horses alone ever since it appeared.

Tesson Gensaku can be considered the key person and the missing
link between the two categories. In 1622, he succeeded in converting the
Rakanji Temple located in the Buzen domain bordering the Chikuzen do-
main in the west, which belonged to the Rinzai sect, into his Souto sect,
when he assumed the office of Rakanji Temple's chief priest with strong
edificatory ambition, for the old prestigious Buddhist temple had been se-
verely destroyed by OTOMO Sourin (1530-87), a well-known kirishi-
tan-daimyo or feudal lord of the Bungo domain who had converted to
Christianity.

Three years later, when Tesson Gensaku suddenly learned that the
mysterious massive fatalities of cattle had taken place in Mukatsuku vil-
lage, he decided to leave the temple for the victimized village in great
haste because he had to introduce the notion of Shii there to rescue his
pious followers from the plight by tactfully borrowing the somewhat
equivalent one of Ser from the Chinese documents he had read.

There is a high possibility that some of his earnest admirers, who
made a pilgrimage to the temple from nearby Kurume city, the capital
town of the Chikugo domain, could be highly impressed with both the
massive fatalities of cattle and the innovative notion of Skii when they
listened to his parting words, even though it was not yet clear whether
Shir’s victims included only cattle. Shortly after, in Kurume, when an un-
known mysterious creature raided a samurar’s horse barn and killed an
animal, the raider was identified with Shiz, as documented in an old local
chronicle. Hence the ‘Shii-horse complex’” was established in the Chikugo
domain and its vicinity, especially in the Higo domain. This resulted in
the coexistence of mainstream and effluent ideas isolated from the for-
mer areas mentioned above.

Finally, the author comments that without KAIBARA Ekiken (1630
-1714)’s keen insight into the Shi; phenomenon, this paper would have
been obscured. He not only recorded in detail the Sk disturbance that
occurred for the first time in Nokita village in his homeland, the Chikugo
domain, in 1662, but also analyzed it, virtually just as a modern anthro-
pologist, that once the notion of Shiz, which had been established by a



certain unknown intellectual in the Suo domain, was welcomed by the
commoners, the imaginary creature immediately became real and had to
be hunted. Thus, the folk-culture could be something different from so-
called folklore, a tiny bundle of isolated beliefs and customs appreciated
without sophistication by residents, although folklorists have not been
prone to think in this way.
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