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Why Chiang Kai-shek Did Not Advocate the “Restoration
of Ryukyu” during the Cairo Conference
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Abstract

This paper focuses on the actions of the Chinese Nationalist govern-
ment led by Chiang Kai-shek toward the Ryukyu Islands, especially at
the Cairo Conference of 1943 during World War II, to clarify why Chiang
Kai-shek did not insist on the restoration of the Ryukyus to China.

In Section 1, “Chiang Kai-shek's Understanding of the Ryukyus,” I
discuss Chiang Kai-shek and T.V. Soong’s speeches and statements on
the Ryukyus, through which I show that Chiang’'s awareness of the posi-
tion of the Ryukyus continuously changed until the Cairo Conference.

In Section 2, “Debate over the Ryukyus within the Nationalist Gov-
ernment and Consideration of the US. and Britain,” I clarify the four
main theories on the ownership of the Ryukyus by the Nationalist gov-
ernment. In addition, due to the influence of the United States and Brit-
ain, it was important for the Nationalist government led by Chiang Kai-
shek to adhere to the principle of non-expansion of territory and avoid
misunderstandings from other countries.

In Section 3, “Chiang Kai-shek's Diary and the Cairo Conference,” 1
present Chiang Kai-shek'’s judgment of the Ryukyu situation based on the
entries in his diary. During Chiang and Roosevelt's conversation about
the possession of the Ryukyus, Chiang replied that the Ryukyus should
be jointly administered by the United States and China. After the Cairo
Conference, Chiang explained why he did not advocate for the recovery
of the Ryukyus from his own standpoint.

Finally, I summarize Chiang Kai-shek's view of the Ryukyu question.
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62) [ Regarding the Liu Chius, he said that it was unfortunately inevitable during wartime
that there should be exaggerated statements by private individuals concerning war aims; that the
truth of the matter was that the people of the Liu Chius were not Chinese and the number of Chi-
nese residents there probably were not more than a few tens, that the islands, which had only been
tributary to China, had been entirely separated from it for almost eighty years; that they were un-
important economically and strategically, and that they were now in effect an integral part of Japan,
to which they were geographically closely related. He was sure, therefore, that neither the Minister
for Foreign Affairs nor any other part of the Chinese Government contemplated their return to
China in a peace settlement----- | Service to Gauss, 17 June, 1942, Foreign Relation of the United
States. 1942. China L ==
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“Indochina, Burma and India will regain their sovereignty” and Wu Te-chen, Secretary General of
the Kuomintang, in a speech on June 12 several times declared that after the war Burma shall be
free. These declarations are representative of Chinese tendency to consider that China shall be the
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79) [The President then referred to the question of the Ryukyu Islands and enquired more than
once whether China would want the Ryukyus. The Generalissimo replied that China would be
agreeable to joint occupation of the Ryukyus by China and the United States and, eventually, joint
administration by the two countries under the trusteeship of an international organization.] Chi-
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