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Analysis of Art Discourse after the

Outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War: Il
——Shin Kurihara,“Short break 15 min” and Junkichi Mukai, “Assault”

MATSUMOTO, Katsuya

Abstract

In this paper, I explore the relationship between art and war in the context of contemporary art discourse.
Along with this theme, I have already examined the tendencies in 1937, therefore, I will investigate and
analyze the art discourse of 1938. In Chapters 2-4, I studied discourses on how artists of the time viewed war
paintings and attempted to analyze them from various perspectives. The first point of contention is how the
artists who actually served in the military perceived the act of painting war pictures. The second point of
contention is what roles artists and war paintings should have in a wartime society. Furthermore, as a third
point of contention, I also examined the contemporaneous status of exhibitions of art works with war motifs,
such as the War Art Exhibition. Chapter 5 discussed how war paintings exhibited during the fall exhibition
season were critiqued. I analyzed the major critiques of Shin Kurihara and Junkichi Mukai as well as clarified
the main points of evaluation surrounding war paintings. Finally, in Chapter 6, I presented a vision.
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