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Tokyo Station opened to great fanfare in 1914 with a ceremony
that doubled as a celebration of the expanding empire. Tokyo may-
or Sakatani Yoshiro applauded the station building rising before
them, proclaiming that it “tastefully prostrates itself before the sol-
emn nobility of the nearby imperial palace” with a grandeur that
made it the “pride of the imperial capital (Teito).” Tokyo Station,
then, capped a space of both emperor and empire at the heart of
the city, mediating Japan's aspirations as a first-class world power
as much as Tokyo's status as the metropolis of an overseas empire.

Like Tokyo Station itself, Tokyo’'s reputation as the “Imperial
Capital” took several decades to emerge. This talk revisited the

contested planning of Tokyo Station to retrace how popular concep-
tions of both the station and the city changed over the Meiji Period and clarified how the evolving design of
Tokyo Station manifested not only an emerging consensus about Tokyo's status as the imperial capital, but
also the incipient Japanese nation and empire in the Meiji Period.
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