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Abstract CGESCEE)

Characteristics of Hue in Vietnam from the Perspective
of the Statues of the Deity of the Kitchen Furnace:
Focusing on interviews with the makers of statues

NABETA Naoko

The small earthen statue of the god enshrined at the altar of the kamado
(kitchen furnace) god in the Hue region of Vietnam is placed at the base of a
tree or other place after the ceremony of the kamado god is performed at home
on December 23 by the lunar calendar, and the send-off ceremony is held
again. This statue of the kamado god was created in the Hue region.

This paper clarifies the actual situation and recent transition of statue produc-
tion, from the point of view of “things” by focusing on interviews from 2012 to
2021 held with 6 families who continue to produce statues by hand in the vil-
lage of Dia Linh and also held in the traditional ceramic-producing village of
Phudc Tich. She then uses the lifestyle and historical background of the peo-
ple of the Hue region to consider the worship of small statues of deities.
Currently, there are three types of deity statues produced in the village of Dia
Linh: Ong T40 Lén, an earthen prop that can actually be used for cooking,
Ong T4o Quan, a small deity statue representing that earthen prop, and Ong
Tao Nguoi, a small deity statue representing the Three Kamado gods. It has
become evident that the Ong T4o Quén, shaped as an earthen prop, was origi-
nally made in the village of Phudc Tich. Production began in the village of Dia
Linh about 60 years ago, during which several improvements were made and a
new type of deity statue, Ong Tdo Nguoi, was made. It was relatively new in
the Hue area to worship small deity statues, the practice dating from the late
1980s, and this is related to changes in the form of kitchens.

And small deity statues have an important role beyond just being placedon an
altar. The send-off ceremony for the kamado god, which was once held in the
northern region, has been continued by replacing the earthen prop, which was
a practical item, with a small statue of the god. Both the historical back-
ground of the Hue region, and the wishes of the people living there towards
the kamado god are included in this. Looking at the statues worshipped as the
embodiment of the deity from the point of view of ‘things,’ the shift from an
earthen prop to a small statue can be seen as a shift from using an item with
a physical function to one with a symbolic one.

From the interviews with the makers of statues, the harsh current situation of
the making of the deity statues and their thoughts on the deity statues are
also described.





