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Fundamental Examination of Ashihei Hino's
KantonShingunsho (Notes on the March to Guangdong)

MATSUMOTO, Katsuya

Abstract

In this paper, I examine one of the war literatures, KantonShingunsho (Notes on the March to Guangdong)
(1938-1939) by Ashihei Hino, which is based on the Sino-Japanese War. Because it did not fall within the
framework of the “Soldier Trilogy” (“Wheat and Soldiers,” “Dirt and Soldiers,” and “Flowers and Soldiers”)
that made Hino so famous, KantonShingunsho (Notes on the March to Guangdong) has had little opportunity
to be examined in research history. However, KantonShingunsho (Notes on the March to Guangdong) was one
of Ashihei Hino's first serialized newspaper novels, written at the same time as “Hana to Hyo-tai,” and is an
important work with many issues to examine, including not only aspects related to content but also the form
of publication, its characteristics, and post-gun reception. In this paper, I have therefore aimed to establish a
research foundation by checking the first appearance of the book in newspapers and in monographs, and by
proceeding to a preliminary discussion of the aspects of its contemporary reception and contents, in order to
draw a starting point for research on KantonShingunsho (Notes on the March to Guangdong) .
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