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The Spread and Transformation of the Recreational Activity of Spider-Fighting
— A Case Study of Battling Carrhotus Xanthogramma in the Tokyo Bay Area—

Abstract - The culture of the recreational activity involving the fighting of spiders, or spider bat-
tles as referred to in this paper, has been seen in Japan's Pacific coast regions and also exten-
sively across the archipelago, according to the 1985 study by Takashi Kawana and Shinichiro
Saito. Of the various spider-fighting practices, this paper seeks to analyze and study the matches

staged between male Carrhotus xanthogramma, a spider species found in large numbers around
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the Tokyo Bay area, using the field-work data collected by the author.

As noted in Kawana's 1999 study, the vocabulary and knowledge of these Carrhotus xantho-
gramma contests vary widely even within the small area around Tokyo Bay. In two sections this
paper attempts to shed light on how the culture of spider-fighting has continued to spread and
change over time until today.

The first section discusses contemporary spider derbies that spectators watch in person, using
as a case study the Yokozuna Ketteisen Championship tournament held annually on May 4 in the
city of Futtsu, Chiba Prefecture. This section explains how the knowledge that tournament con-
tenders use to catch and breed spiders in the days leading up to the event is not necessarily the
same knowledge that spectators and others use when watching the spiders on the day of the
match.

The second part aims to gain insights into spider-fighting staged outside of formal tournaments,
such as the one discussed above, by evaluating the spider-fighting practices studied by the author
in Yokohama, Kanagawa Prefecture, as well as in the cities of Kamogawa, Kujukuri, and Tat-
eyama in Chiba Prefecture. This section covers three topics: (1) spider battle rules, (2) spider
battle participants, and (3) spider breeding containers. The study of these topics has led to an
understanding of how the spider-fighting culture is being disseminated and passed on through
children in school settings. This study also confirms that, as reported in earlier research, adults
such as fishermen have long engaged in spider battles as well.

Based on the above findings, this paper draws the following conclusions on the spider-fighting
culture in the Tokyo Bay area: (1) In addition to the geographical factors mentioned by Kawana
and Saito, school districting and relocation of people during and after World War II should be
considered as factors contributing to the spread of the spider-fighting culture; and (2) The cre-
ation of formal events like tournaments has helped to preserve the present-day culture of spider-

fighting.
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