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The correspondence of two-syllable verbs derived from
Chinese in Japanese and Korean

YOON Jeongin

Abstract

In this paper, I examine the starting point for formulating the “basic
Sino-Japanese verbs (basic kango dousi)” for Korean vocabulary educa-
tion, especially for the introduction of kango dous: at universities in Ja-
pan. A total of 1290 kango dousi (VN-suru) was selected from two dic-
tionaries, then analyzed and classified into the two categories of positive
transfer and negative transfer.

When viewed within strict standards, two-syllable VN-suru verbs
show a positive transfer of over 80% in both Japanese and Korean. From
these two-syllable VN-suru verbs, 500 will be selected as basic kango
doshi, with the additional criteria found from frequency surveys based on
newspaper editorials, for utilization in Korean language classes. The
verbs will then be categorized according to three appropriate vocabulary
levels.
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