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(1) Tales of old Japan,
illustrations, drawn
and cut on wood by Jap-
anese artists.

(2) Japanese fairy world.
Stories from the wonder-
lore of Japan.

(3) Ko-ji-ki or Records
of ancient matters.

(4) Japanische Thee-geschich-
ten: Fu-s6 chd-wa. Volks- und
geschichtliche Sagen, Legenden
und Méirchen der Japanen. (B
IRFEIER [$REAEERD)

(5) Japanische mdérchen
und sagen, gesammelt
und hrsg.

no. 10 The Matsuyama
Mirror [F21L5] 1886

1955 [0 4]

no. 11 The Hare of Inaba
[HEOHT] 1886

‘White Hare of Inaba

no. 12 The Cub’s Triumph
(47D FHi] 1886

The fox and the badger

2956 [Fu ks 2]

Der bestrafte Verrath
des Tanuti

no. 14 The Princes Fire-
Flash and Fire-Fade [ E®
J] 1887

The August Exchange
of Luck The Palace of
the Ocean-Processor
Submission of his Au-
gustness Fire-Shine

no. 16 The Wooden Bowl
[fhhD %] 1887

Das Midchen mit dem
Holznapfe

no. 16 The Wonderful Tea-
Kettle [SCfR A 42] 1896

The Accomplished and
Lucky Tea-kettle

The wonderful tea-kettle

no. 17 Schippeitaro [1r
KHE] 1888

Schippeitaro

no. 18 The Ogre’s Arm [
A "] 1889

‘Watanabe cuts off the oni’s
arm

no. 19 The Ogres of Oyeya-
ma [RiT11] 1891

Raiko and the Shi-ten Doji

no. 20 The Enchanted Wa-
terfall [F2Z D] 1892

The Waterfall of Yoro, or
the fountain of Youth
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Lafcadio Hearn, in particular, was fascinated by the fairy fox myth and tells several fox stories, comic,
eerie or pathetic. One of them, surely the most touching animal story in the world, tells of parent fox-
es, who in gratitude to a mortal, sacrifice the life of their darling and only cub. My mother also tells a
good fox story for children. It is called “The Cub’s Triumph.”®
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BOMTY)ZDbENLLUTO L) ZMExHiVTWw5D,

“What about changing themselves into men ?” asked Mary. “Can foxes and badgers really do that?”
Granny hesitated. “T hardly think they do it now, not in this country at any rate.”

“The Little Cub” @ #1°C Granny 25#%3EI2FE 2 HAO BMGE L, ¥ A A ARNIEE THAEH
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%2 1 The Cub’s Triumph - The Fox and The Badger %J H.#

The Cub’s Triumph

The Fox and The Badger

Once upon a time there lived in a forest, a badger,
and a mother fox with one little cub.

There were no other bests in the wood, because the
hunters had killed them all with bows and arrows, or
by setting snares.

There is a certain mountainous district in Shikoku in
which a skillful hunter had trapped or shot so many
foxes and badgers that only a few were left.

The deer, and the wild boar, the hares, the weasels
and the stoats even the bright little squirrels had been
shot, or had fallen into traps. At last, only the badger,
and the fox, with her young one were left. And they
were starving, for they dared not venture form their
holes for fear of the traps.

They did not do, or where to turn for food.

These were an old grey badger and a female fox with
one cub. Though hard pressed by hunger, neither
dared to touch a loose piece of food, lest a trap might
be hidden under it. Indeed they scarcely stirred out of
their holes except at night, lest the hunter’'s arrow
should strike them.

At last the badger said,

“I have thought of a plan. I will pretend to be dead.
You must change yourself into a man and take me into
the town, and sell me. With the money you get for me,
you must buy food, and bring it into the forest. When I
get a chance, I will run away, and come back to you,
and we will eat our dinner together. Mind you wait for
me, and don't eat any of it until I come. Next week it
will be your turn to be dead, and my turn to sell, do
you see!”

At last the two animals held a council together to de-
cide what to do, whether to emigrate or to attempt to
outwit their enemy. They thought a long while, when fi-
nally the badger having hit upon a good plan, cried out:
“I hve it. Do you transform yourself into a man. I'll pre-
tend to be dead. Then you bind me up and sell me in
the town. With the money paid you can buy some food.
Then I711 get loose and come back. The Next week I'll
sell you and you can escape.”

The fox thought this plan would do very well: so, as
soon as the badger had lain down, and pretended to be
dead, she said to her little cub,

“Be sure not to come out of the hole until I come
back. Be very good and quiet, and I will soon bring you
some nice dinner.”

“Ha! ha! ha! yoroshiu, yoroshiu,” (good, good, )
cried both together. “It’s a capital plan,” said Mrs. Fox.

So the Fox changed herself into a human form, and
the badger, pretending to be dead, was tied up with
straw popes.

She then changed herself into a woodcutter, took the
badger by the heels, and swung him over her shoul-
ders, and trudged off into the town. There she sold the
badger for a fair price, and with the money bought
some fish, some tofu™ and some vegetables. She then
ran back to the forest as fast as she could, changed
herself into a fox again, and crept into her hole to see if
little cub was all right. Little cub was there, safe
enough, but very hungry, and wanted to begin upon
the tofu at once.

Slinging him over her shoulder, the fox went to town,
sold the badger, and buying a lot of tofu (bean-cheese)
and one or two chickens, made a feast.

By this time the badger had got loose, for the man to
whom he was sold, thinking him dead, had not watched
him carefully. So scampering away to the mountains he
met the fox, who congratulated him, while both feasted
merrily.

*Curd made from white beans.

“No, no,” said the mother fox.
“Fair play’s a jewel. We must wait for the badger”

125




Soon the badger arrived, quite out of breath with
running so fast.

“I hope you haven't been eating any of the dinner,”
he panted.”

“T could not get away sooner. The man you sold me
to, brought his wife to look at me, and boasted how
cheap he had bought me. You should have aske twice
as much. At last they left me alone, and then I Jumped
up, and ran away as fast as I could.”

The badger, the fox and the cub now sat down to din-
ner, and had a fine feast, the badger taking care to get
the best bits for himself.

Some days after, when all the food was finished, and
they had begun to hungry again, the badger said to the
fox;

“Now ‘tis your turn to die.” So the fox pretented to be
dead, and the badger changed himself into a hunter,
shouldered the fox, nd went off to the town, where he
made a good bargain, and sold her for a nice little sum
of money.

The next week the badger took human form, and go-
ing to town sold the fox, who made believe to be dead.

You have seen already that the badger was greedy
and selfish. What do you think he did now!

He wished to have all the money, and all the food it
would buy for himself, so, he whispered to the man
who had bought the fox.

“That fox is only pretending to be dead; take care he
doesn’t run away.”

But the badger being an old skin-flint, and very
greedy, wanted all the money and food for himself. So
he whispered in the man’s ear to watch the fox well as
she was only feigning to be dead.

“We'll soon settle that,” said the man: and he
knocked the fox on the head with a big stick, and killed
her.

So the man taking up a club gave the fox a blow on
the head, whichi finished her.

The badger next laid out the money in buying all the
nice things he could think of. He carried them off to
the forest, and there eat them all up himself, without
giving one bit to the poor little cub, who was all alone,
crying for its mother, very sad, and very hungry.

The badger, buying a good dinner, ate it all himself,
and licked his chops, never even thinking of the fox’s
cub.

Poor little motherless cub! But being a clever little
fox, he soon began to put two and two together, and at
last felt quite sure that the badger had, in some way,
caused the loss of his mother.

The cub after waiting a long time for its mother to
come back, suspected foul play, and resolved on re-
venge.

He made up his mind that he would punish the bad-
ger; and as he was not big enough, or strong enough,
to do it by force, he was obliged to try another plan.

He did not let the badger see how angry he was with
him, but said in a friendly way.
“Let us have a game of changing ourselves into men.

So going to the badger he challenged him to a trial
of skill in the art of transformation. The badger accept-
ed right off, for he despised the cub and wished to be
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If you can change yourself so cleverly that I cannot find
you out, you will have won the game; but, if I change
myself so that you cannot find you out, you will have
won the game; but, if I change myself so that you can-
not find me out, then I shall have won the game. I will
begin, if you like; and, you may be sure, I shall turn
myself into somebody very grand while I am about it.”

rid of him.

“Well what do you want to do first? Said Sir Badger.”
“I propose that you go and stand on the Big Bridge
leading to the city,” said the cub, “and wait for my ap-
pearance. I shall come in spendid garments, and with
many followers in my train. If you recognize me, you
win, and I lose. If you fail, I win.”

The badger agreed. So then,
Instead of changing himself at all, the cunning little
cub just went and hid himself behind a tree, and
watched to see what would happen.

So the badger went and waited behind a tree.

Presently, there came along the bridge, leading
into the town, a daimio, seated in a norimono, a great
crowd of servants and men at arms following him.

Soon a daimio riding in a palanquim, with a spendid
retinue of countiers appeared, coming up the road.

The badger was quite sure that this must be the fox;
so, he ran up to the norimono, put in his head, and
cried. “T've found you out! I've won the game!”

“A badger! A danger! Off with his head,” cried the
daimio.

Thinking this was the fox-cub changed into an noble-
man, although wondering at the skill of the young fox,
the badger went up to the palanquin and told the per-
son inside that he was recognized and lost the game.

So one of the retainers cut off the badger’s head with
one blow of his sharp sword. The little cub, all the time
laughing unseen behind the tree.

“What!” said the daimio’s followers, who were real
men, and surrounding the badger, they beat him to
death.

The fox-cub, who was looking on from a hill near by,
laughed in derision, and glad that treachery was pun-

ished, scampered away.

%3 1 The Cub’s Triumph ~ “The fox and the badger” @ Jt il 7 & A& i

The Cub’s Triumph

The fox and the badger
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