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On the Plan of the Houses That Was Serialized in the
Newspaper at the End of the Meiji Era

UCHIDA Seizo

This paper discusses the characteristics of the floor plans of houses at that
time, based on “The House of the Times: Floor Plans of a Middle-Class Gen-
tleman’s Residence,” which was serialized 36 times in the Tokyo Asahi Shim-
bun newspaper from 1910 to 1911. It was an important period that the West-
ernization had been carried out since the Meiji era (1868-1912) penetrated into
middle-class housing, and also the birth of a new housing style for the middle
class that represented the prewar period. This new housing style had two no-
table features: 1) a central corridor and 2) a Western-style reception room by
the entrance. In this paper, I have tried to organize the floor plans introduced
in the new situation, paying attention to the existence of this “corridor” and
the “Western-style reception room” by the entrance. As a result, I found that
although corridors were actively used, Western-style rooms were rarely seen,
indicating that the Westernization of the style of living had not yet become
widespread.
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