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A Study on the Formation of the Idea and the Planning theory of 2-Story Detached Houses
in Modern Japan

- Using housing books published in the Prewar period as the main historical analysis souse -

Takayuki FUCHIKAMI

Abstract

The development of 2-story houses in Japan is generally considered to have begun in the late
Edo period, however, it is believed that the full-fledged spread of 2-story detached houses did not
begin until the modern era. Two factors are believed to have contributed to the widespread use of
2-story houses at that time: "functional differentiation of floor plans" and "lack of site area".
However, little research has been done to date to verify this with concrete data, and the background
of the changes in the 2-story layouts at that time has not been clarified. To examine these two factors
as hypotheses, this study clarified the process by which architects in the prewar period formed the
idea of the 2-story detached houses, and the planning theory to achieve it, by using 128 housing
books published in the prewar period as the main source of historical analysis information.

By deciphering the mechanism of "functional differentiation of floor plans" in the two
hypotheses, the formation process of the plan form of the two-story independent houses is organized.
Two essential elements in the formation of the idea of the 2-story detached houses were the efforts to
improve housing in response to criticism of conventional housing in the mid-Taisho period and the
influence of the lifestyle improvement movement from the late Taisho period to the early Showa
period. Then, in 1931, the planning theory for the 2-story houses plan was organized, and the 2-story
detached houses plan form was considered to have reached completion. In the prewar period, it was
found that there were two plan forms, one based on a two-story arrangement of the theory of the
2nd-floor layout of the guest rooms and the other on a two-story arrangement of the theory of the
2nd-floor layout of the bedrooms.

On the other hand, the planning theory regarding 2-story houses was referred to from the

"narrowness of the site" only during the period when the 2nd-floor guest room arrangement theory



was used to formulate the discourse in the mid-Taisho period (1919-20). The concept of site size was
not included in the discourse on the plan form of the 2-story detached houses completed in 1931.
Regarding the proposed floor plans in the housing book, the size of the site did not seem to influence
the choice of housing stories, and even after the proposals shifted to suburban locations with
spacious sites after the early Showa period, 2-story houses were listed as much as 1-story houses. It
was confirmed that at least in the prewar period, architects' proposals for 2-story houses were shifted
to suburban residential areas where large lots were available. In other words, the idea of the 2-story

houses did not follow a simple process that was solely influenced by the site's narrowness.
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