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I started my academic life many years ago as an
English Philology undergraduate. As such, I
nurtured my love for language and literature.
Currently, my field of expertise is Japanese
Literature and comparative cultural studies. I am
particularly interested in the works of the novelist
and playwright Izumi Kyoka (1873-1936), a giant
of the fantastic genre in Japan. I have researched
particularly about the problem of discrimination in
his novels and how this societal malady is
intrinsically related to the author’s aesthetics. Let
me shed some light in the way my research
interconnects with my role as an educator in
Kanagawa University, and as a member of the
Center for Language Studies.

As an educator, [ understand literature and other
media elements primarily as tools to understand
culture and the human experience. Through my
academic career I learned to looked at those works
from a variety of perspectives, but my particular
interest in societal issues always drove me towards
certain theoretical paradigms that now I can pass
on to my students, regardless of whether the
stories they study or films they watch are in
Japanese, English or Spanish.

In terms of language, I must add that besides

researching Izumi Kyoka, I have also translated
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some of his works into Spanish, which were
compiled into a volume and published in Spain in
2014. The act of translation for me was the result
of the collision between my interest in languages
and my obsession with Izumi Kyoka’s works. I have
recently started to investigate about the act of
translation, the relation of language and culture, as
well as the problem of ecology thanks to my
collaboration with Professor Murai from the
English Department. I hope to continue this line of
investigation through the Center for Language

Studies from now on.
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