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Abstract

In this paper, I examine Ho Tzu Nyen's Voice of Void in collabora-
tion with YCAM (2021).

Voice of Void is a moving image installation using virtual reality (VR)
and animation, featuring the Kyoto School—a group of intellectuals from
Kyoto Imperial University, led by Kitaro Nishida (1870-1945) and Ha-
jime Tanabe (1885-1962).

The work is also an attempt to bring to the forefront a wide range
of texts, published by the Kyoto School intellectuals during the 1930’s
and 1940's. I have also introduced the spatial composition of Voice of
Void, which consists of four rooms.

Chapter 2 of this paper scrutinizes the exhibition reviews of Voice of
Void—identifying its characteristics, organizing the evaluations, and dis-
cussing the meaning of the work. Such detailed analysis confirms that
Voice of Void has been critiqued from multiple perspectives and pres-
ents a polysemic assessment of the Kyoto School.

Chapter 3 provides a substantive reading of the Scripts for Video
Projection and of the Kyoto School texts in conjunction with the prospect
that “Voice of Void is a reenactment of the Kyoto School.” Through my
reading and discussion in this chapter, I have argued that the work also
sets up the viewer’s reenactment of the Kyoto School intellectuals.
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