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From Moderne to Avant-Garde:
The Cabaret “Eleven Executioners” and the Schemes of the Youth

Abstract : This paper focuses on the legendary cabaret “The Eleven Executioners” from
Schwabing, Munich, which existed at the dawn of the cabaret in the German-speaking world; it
examines the historical background of the rising of the cabaret, the specifics of the activities,
and their contemporary reputation, and reconsiders their unique position in the various trends
of the Moderne in fin-de-siecle Europe.

Cabaret (“Kabarett” in German or “cabaret” in French) is still an unfamiliar genre in Japan,



but it is a widely recognized cultural style in the German-speaking world. It was born out of a
plan to import the Parisian cabaret “le Chat Noir” to Germany at the end of the century,
focusing on its comprehensive artistry. Therefore, when examining the contents of “The Eleven,”
it should be noted that their works cover not only ballads and ditties, but also various genres of
expression such as sketch, dance, and puppetry. Therefore, in this paper, we have examined not
only the verbal satire in the form of the remaining scripts and ballad lyrics, but also the text of
the puppet plays, as well as the costumes, music, posters, programs, and graphic expressions in
general, such as their self-portraits, as important materials for reading the whole picture of their
satire.

In addition, the birth of “The Eleven” at the dawn of the German-speaking cabaret has been
noted for the involvement of German intellectuals who attempted to enlighten the country by
bringing international trends representative of France into the country. However, it is important
to note that the Goethe League, a federation of anti-Bill 184 students gathered, was directly
involved in the launch of the “The Eleven”, which was deeply related to the internal political
situation in Germany at the time, namely, the nationwide resistance of young people to Bill 184
(commonly known as the Heinze Law) aiming to crack down on obscenity. In particular, the
background of the nude women in the early programs and posters can be said to be an

extremely important non-literary source as it shows a strategy that goes beyond satire.
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