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Akutagawa prize in the latter half of the first 10 years
of Showa era (1941-45)

—— Concurrent acceptance analysis of Akutagawa prize winning works

MATSUMOTO, Katsuya

Abstract

I would want to clarify the historical significance of the Akutagawa prize and the Akutagawa prize winning
works in the latter half of the first 10 years of Showa era.

The Akutagawa Award, which boasts a high profile even now, was founded in 1935 and continued during
the Asia-Pacific War. However, concerning wartime literature, sufficient research has not been done so far,
including the Akutagawa prize.

Therefore, in this paper, I conducted a multilateral study on the Akutagawa prize in the latter half of the
first 10 years of Showa era. Specifically, I analyzed the 13th - 20th Akutagawa Awards respectively; first the
selection process, secondly the contemporary acceptance of the award-winning works and thirdly the
evaluation criteria of the time.

Together with the above considerations, I revealed that the Akutagawa Prize (and award-winning works)
in the latter half of the first ten years of Showa era reflected not only wartime literature but also various
problems concerning society and literature.
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