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The changes of the traditional technology for producing clay

Abstract : As an essential part for the porcelain industry of Jingdezhen, The traditional
technology for producing clay from china stone has drawn the attention of foreign researchers
since Qing Dynasty. In the modern era, while this technology has disappeared in other
porcelain production areas in China because of the impact from modernization, it has survived
in Jingdezhen.

This paper investigates the history of Jingdezhen porcelain manufacturing technology up to
the present while verifying the contents of two Japanese survey reports from the perspective of
historical folklore studies.

Specifically, we focus on the mining technology and the refining technology (which include
the crushing, the elutriation and the moulding) , and examine the changes over time of the tools
and facilities that supporting these technologies.

It has been found that in Jingdezhen the mining technology and the tools are on the verge of

disappearing due to the transition of power source from the natural power plus human power at
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the beginningto human power and still to the electric power at the modern society. On the other
hand, the refining technology system and the relevant tools, which matured in the Republic era,
have been preserved and handed down systematically in Jingdezhen although the traditional
porcelain raw material production technology has become a minor production technology there.
The main reason for the successful preservation is that the refining technology is featured by
the extreme efficiency in harnessing the waterpower that is the culmination of practical

knowledge of generations of craftsmen.
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