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The three “Taninomono” from the representation of bamboo

Abstract : In the Middle and early modern times in Japan, there was a people called “Taninomono”.
They appeared in Nara, Koya-san and Edo at different times. This is recorded in documentary
and iconographic sources. Taninomono were probably discriminated by their occupations and
lived in marginalized areas such as valleys.

The purpose of this study is to examine whether the “Taninomono” in Nara, Koya-san, and Edo
were homogeneous in terms of hierarchy and how they were discriminated against, and to clarify
their occupation, place of residence, and lifestyle. “Taninomono” is related to bamboo, and I will

also discuss the relationship between bamboo and discrimination.
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