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This is a revised version of the biography that I wrote and first
published on this web site in 2013. The revisions are not extensive, but
they do correct the start date I had for the Lt. Col.’s tenure as Camp
Commandant of the Hakodate Group of POW Camps. Also, they add
several extracts from the second of my father Dan Brown's three
FEPOW diaries, that covers the period January 1944 and August 1945
and thus encompasses the Emoto period.

In making these revisions I have become increasingly convinced of
the benign and overwhelmingly positive - even life-saving - influence of
Lt. Col. Emoto. This does not detract from my conclusion that he was
something of a lone voice amidst the generalised cruelty and criminality
of the Imperial Japanese Army, but the revised version does give an
even fuller picture of his legacy.

I am particularly drawn to the humanity of Emoto’s commissioning of
a truck load of beer for the ex-POWs in the final days before they were
evacuated from the camp, but also of course, to his civilised - and
controversial - approach to commanding the camp. To quote my
father’s own words, on 24 August 1945, “Col. Emoto has now taken
over control of our welfare during the rest of our stay in Japan. I think
and it is the general opinion of us all that we could have no better
Japanese official and that when we move to Hakodate he will do all in
his power to give us a good time. A speech this evening by the old
Commandant, another % bottle of beer for a toast.”

(24)



k- ERON

[#ER@]

[ B A I e TEAR R e (1888-1966) J (ST
AR3L

ALHOIMETRGB L OUETEIHIROE BN TH S, B, INELRS
WKBWTHETHOXESREOFE FMbN TV EEAIE. EXUEIE 1 ¥
Vw7 TR, E72, ETEINCOW TR [WEThT] & [%ET#] o
BEORZENT, BEZRLE, 2B, BEZL XYY, dBHOFEFS
At U720 VEARFTERATO B O W TIBIEAThILTW A EITE, [1E
LWHA (—BIEROHAE) ] o X 5 I2—FTRL7Z,

MER@-1
(ETHi)
EARIHEE PR O Weih FARHIZ I 2 5 720
[%ET#2]
VLIRS & 2 WS IR FZ DT & T d 5 M B AR D Jeih A%
W7oz,

JEsC (SETR) @-1
Emoto became Senior Professor of English in Yokohama College, the

predecessor of Kanagawa University in Yokohama.

MR@-2

KTy 19444 3 H (+=19434F), JLARIL BiFE1RIE IR B T I fy S 7z,
CDEE)L, FHEOFFBDOE T ANYICEHDIFIC L > TIFhI I NFED
FERCTH o720 WHEFFOHFLOF T, RORXDFT Y - 757 VIZRD L)
WKRLTWS, [4H. ILOITRNHIE L. CoXEE2EET 205 %
FlERRAZZ S TIARPRIG IR ICHERE 2 AW 307200 T B TFH
—ICH BTV o FHEORER, i F 72k E O EHEHIZOW T
KL Cnizo BEBREHICHE 2 BT - 7230 T, fid H RN
2TV, FOREERED. HOONR L BOHPEFEERICTAT SN Twb

(25)



(RER] THBB A TR VLA bk (1888 —1966) | Bl aThil

CERHEWPL, ES5IThbNbIDOZDOIEF % HAR—DIEFIZT 5
OB LTROB NV THEEES Lz, HiZ, ZD0DI2
BHHAA WERNO—ANOE Y DB LETH D LiHEo 7205 1o
BT vbhbhoAdiiz L )R L, PLEZd0IcTsZ &1
HLDENSL, FNCL o TRELRHL Z LI bbb 04T
HHEELNLLDEHE LTV,

L (@)-2

Then in March 1944 he was assigned as Commandant of Prisoner of
War Camps in Hakodate, a move to better the treatment of prisoners
by Major General Hamada. In his wartime diary my father Dan Brown
notes: “A new commandant took over control of the area this month.
Lt. Col. Emoto is well up in the English language, both in grammar and
general figures of speech. He has also studied the ways of living in
England. He introduced himself soon after his arrival in a speech to the
camp, when he explained his interest in the English-speaking peoples
and told us that as far as was in his power he would make this camp of
ours the best in Japan. He said of course that he would need the co-
operation of everyone in the camp, but as this intention of his was to
benefit our own lives and comfort he felt sure we would give him our

full co-operation.

MR@-3

ZOHE, WEHEITHNIZBWT S F SE o2 rbh/z2 LIk H
WKCHHLNE 5720 BFIZDEIL ) bbb LT E R, 72
< e b [BHT] (“beating up”) &7z 0 &RAZ, ABRDZEALIZH HIRE
BOHRARAY v ZI2H 6Nz, T2 kid, B9 F TR RVIZE
MIREZETHY, WEFTNTLHBEIRELTD, ROBEHIZIE TS
5] (“pashing”) OTIEHRWVHALEWVIAREITEORMIZO L LTI
FTHEWnH)ZEiE, ENETTLIRELIEHLZOTH 57 HEIT T
B IR EZEFIC, WATOMEEE L OMikE L TV 5, kOB
WCHENTHE S DFESRIZFEB INTWDEA, 72720, BRIt snik
WAL, ZOHMHIZOWTTHMEOW CHHTbRTws, AR
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“From that day we noticed various improvements in the camp. The
guards are more friendly towards us, at least there are no more
“beatings up”. The same with the Japanese at work. Needless to say
this is a big thing to be able to go about the camp and at work without
the fear of a possible “bashing” the next minute. The Colonel
commences to interview the personnel of the camp commencing with
the N.C.O.s and officers. A lot of requests made at these interviews are
fulfilled and where it is impossible a suitable explanation is given. The
office is also open to anyone who wishes to see the Colonel over any

matter however trivial it may seem.”

MR@-4

KEZWD ) L) hoTobLIH» 3 H TCHEDIFIEEZ L6 L,
FDLYVDOANLEDH - EFHOEIILAPEOYRKIZO VT, BOKKIFTKD &
HCFHLTWVD, [CZIZRTHALODI L 2HD TR Eo TBUAE L ik
LTHBHR5IE, WEHOWELE DEVIIEATH L, 5TEDbIbI®
AT L D b F o LB R D, BLEDBWLTWwD, 2, FE
WEDLLTRLL, FERMINETTEEDbL2WITNRED, N1 TD
FEHEFE T 2 H B OBEORRLRE. S 3 UF, 2T LIATNZ LT 2
N OTIE R W] 9H27THIZIE, INERPDNEI R LR, Lol
BELYEITONIZZEIZOVT, RDOXH I LTWE, [5 TR
EAED #3501, 1THRI006EZREL L. HIZ4AKDOERE 2 HE T
5592 ko7] 10 3B HFEOH T, ¥ Y IZEMALiREL-Y
A4 PR AW (aLt. Wynd) 2 &iZonTilh, 8B45EL25,
PR A S FHT T FEYWOMREIHEF T 2720120 > TRz LA
TETHENLZWES D, ERBRRTWE, TOEYDOZ LIZO>VWTIZZ S
THRRENTWERET T, ZOHK, fELNTVURWA, BT A3H
oL ) OAEBEBEIZOWTIZE SIZHNTARLMEDD 5.
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Only 3 months after Colonel Emoto took command my father notes
the beneficial impact that he brought about: “The changes in the camp
from what it was last year are fairly evident if one takes the trouble to
look back and compare things. Life is made much easier and pleasanter
for us these days and although the work is just as hard and the hours
as long as was the health condition of the men all making it more
bearable.” On 27 September another small but important improvement
was noted: “We are now allowed to write home four cards a month each
of 100 words.” On 3 October Dan remarks that a Lt. Wyndes arrives in
the camp from Miroran; apparently he came to work on a book by the
Commandant. The book is not mentioned later, but this project is
worthy of further research.

W5

1444121 25 F IR I, [HHEORE A 285 | & 3 — 250 8 B
SR LR T WD, 2R s, RIESO—EEIED Ty &
DI ERRTVE, [EHFNICERT, SHEERVIETH- 72 B
VD BV D B o 7225, —AEE 3 L ThhbR—A0L5Id E - 72 i
Uit no 7o TLAHE ORE T CUURTT IR S ASIERE & Bk S &, biLb
RON o TN E B EERTRED . U OLROEHBICE > T
FI2 G THH D5 22D bRbRD b XY & R 2 B k5
B DAL TH Y. ZREHDOBEBIZE S E 2 HAKE

J5L(@-5

On 25 December 1944, my father notes that in the evening at 8 o/c a
show was put on, “given in honour of the Colonel’s birthday”. Then, in
reflective mood, he sums up the year in the following terms: “Taking
things all round this has been a good year. It has had its ups and downs
but the morale of the lads has been very good. Mail and Red Cross
supplies have been mostly responsible for this although the Prison
Authorities under Colonel Emoto have been very helpful towards us.”
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However, all good things come to an end and on 27 May 1945 my
father notes in his diary: “Also we have had a change of Commandant.
Yesterday the old Commandant gave us a farewell speech, bringing us
home early [from work] in order to do so.”

MR@-7
[ETHi)

WEcho/zva— -+ ¥ (Joe Dunne) £ v - 7 —s3— (Eric
Cooper) BIILANDZ LZRBLEoTWV5D, ¥, TLADI9M434ED 3 A
WCHEHEBINATT RO E 25 S MO 728, §ED 2SR RO 5ERE 4 ik &
Wi g 72 H OWMAEA LA ITLNTE D, Lad sk %@ﬂi 12
I ORMP LB, OREONZIDTH S I LICHFEVESEZ T
NTWb, (THZEHELZE5E. WETOR. HIKR)

(&ET1%]

WECTHo/zYa— -+ ¥ (Joe Dunne) £ 1) v - 7 —s3— (Eric
Cooper) ILAEDZ L ZRLESTWAS, ¥ i, TLARDE RS IUA
FTROMHEZT EROCTZRE, G D AR OSEEERIFE LW HE -5
WHREAEICHLZRNTED, LA b ENIUFEOFIEIZ X S dhaiflik 2 8
BALEELNIDDOTH D I LITREVESEZIT BTV 2,

L (SETH) @-7

POWs Joe Dunne and Eric Cooper speak well of Emoto. Dunne relates
that when Emoto took over as Hakodate Camp Commandant, the men
were impressed by his flawless English and his genuine interest in the
welfare of the prisoners.
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G

VLR AR7Z-FER DT & A E1E19434E 3 H22 5 5 HIZh T TiTb /48
AT DIRFED YN DWW TIRARZZFAD L DFEBDONEE & —3 T 5,
[SET#2]

DLEGRARZFER DI & A E1319444E 3 A2 519454 5 J I CTirbh
74 B U DARFE DY IZ DO VTR DK DFEBDONE & —F T 5,

L (YETR) @-8

Much of this account accords with my father’s description of
improvements in camp conditions that took place in the period March
1944 to May 1945.

#R@-9
G

19464E11H 3 HEATO T ¥ ¥ b o U B RSB M) (Stars and
Stripes) XKD X I ITHRLE TS, [BILOBITD, MR TH - 7241
KRR, HEBETLLIICh L ORHELLRLR)TIYVOA
W LTHEESTTwb, SaEERSRTEEERIC7 74 VLT
P SN BEMRAFZ, LAROMTZ 21k (Db OEFIEHE D
726350 ] THY, HRADWBNAEFTBEDO 2T [ E 25
BEH L7 A E LCRZBROIEHEDTEIEE L TWw] S 2EE L
Twa]

[%ET#2]

19464E11H 3 HEATO T ¥ ¥ b v o HFIE B RSB M) (Stars and
Stripes) XKD L HIZHLE TV 5, [BINOHBRTD, BREFETH - 7211
RERIZ, BT LEO L0722 OHiELLALE) T DDA
e LTHEESWTTwb, BaEERERSTEEERIC7 74 VLT
S NBERATFZ, (LROMITEZ 21k (Db oEFIEHE D
7263b0] THY, HRADWBNAEFTBEDO 2T M2k E 2%
BEH LA E LTHEZBLIIAOITELIET LTV ZE2HEEL
TWa] RORDYEFIZEI L vH &, TRV ZEY) DLW
WHHTHAHENV) XDIEINHBVDEN, 3o — MIis-HitD
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The Washington daily newspaper Stars and Stripes, November 3,

1946, reported that: “Shigeo Emoto, then a lieutenant colonel who took
Hatakayama’s place, has been singled out and praised by many former
prisoners who came into contact with him. Affidavits on file with the
SCAP Legal Secion testify that Emoto’s appointment “brightened our
lives” and that “he stood out as a beacon” among Japanese prisoner—of-
war camp personnel.” In the three notebooks that comprise his Diary
the only member of the Imperial Japanese Army my father names is
Lieutenant Colonel Emoto. This is faint praise indeed on my father’s
part.

BR@-10

<BHD mEmDBXAHERNEFRE>

EfE 2 8 b N7zt JLARIG AR E LT HAIZE I TH S D BifED
A4 Z BT L HREDIHE 2 > a DR E L), BFHGEFE TS
DTN 5 720 ElF R, THEE OB ER > &2 HINZIF DRk
DhBEIEFIZ, FRISED L 2L G VL IICHEZ 5, L0v) DI,
ARSI (BN ICHTE) ICB D, R TEITOREL#D
A ETHLE, ILRIIALZDOEIICHPZOMEZREL L1257 5T
HDHo WEICHAE L2 EIZE T o 72 A4 ZRICHBL 21TV, SeBEZR
T, WEONBIIH LB B2 O LAE G2 TIEB2 o7
e L, FTFETELLLE-HONEFORERDIZOWTH#TET S &
LI, WBICH LT OANLFAKOLBEZTL L) (1FLALEERA
PR e olz) BN BIH LD ol LT, [#E,. 5208
THFDPED ST 2B OICHITAZ LTI E o TRIIHELRI L
THY, IR TH D] LBRT, #HFEHKZL, SIS L T, 4
F)AANFROFEIHL T, LA EZR 72722 2 H 2 B2 AIH ) O
MEIRASHE XL 5 72,
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“we could have no better Japanese official”

After Hakodate Emoto was transferred to the Hokkaido section of the
Japanese army that handled the Koreans imported as labour battalions
and he remained at that post until the cessation of hostilities. However,
it seems that his demotion and transfer away from contact with
prisoners was not entirely successful for he turns up again in the last
days of the Bibai (formerly Hakodate) camp group. He arrived at the
camp and spoke to an assembly of the men. In perfect English he
apologised for the awful and degrading conditions that they had
suffered, he instructed the guards ( who were hardly to be seen) to
treat POWs as ordinary men and concluded: “Gentlemen, I have the
honour and privilege to tell you, that the War has finished.” A British
Officer called for three cheers for Colonel Emoto, which was deafening.

MR@-11

Iy 7 7= —=ZZOHRFIZOVTKRD L HIZESTW 5D, [F
DORFEIZIE, LA E =D THVOLIETHMHELZ IE L TZ>—IE 2
T —— HARN A OB TR b 7 2 4 LS & F o 72 RS,
RPBAED LI, ETHZORONREDH D H Y L BIEPRDE Z L
TEBHITL, o XY EMEFOTV S, ZRDE, HEDLIRSTEES
RO RS T Twh, 20, i [ Lop
DEHETHHH) &b, Tl MESLEE, ZEONMEZMbLT, & LHAKIC
KDENRHNE, TR THRL, ZPRTHLERPIR TN T L] Lilo7z
DIEotz] Ty 2IFE—LDEED S &R, TR 2 5 ONIZ1945%F
DEHHPZTAIZHEZ 5 72 HEPRHDEIRIZOWTALIZHS LD D720
oA —FIZOoONTHFELLGH> T 5,
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Eric Cooper says of this event: “In my mind I still have a clear and
lovely picture of the Japanese Colonel - alone, but still proud - standing
to attention. Then from him one last word, that whatever our Rank,
whether Navy, Army or Air Force, if ever we returned to Japan, we
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would be welcome at his home.” Eric also gives a detailed account of the
beer delivery and Emoto’s speech to the men announcing the end of the
War, events that took place in mid- August 1945.

MR@-12

FIARIC, 19454 8 H24H IO I HFEICKR D L H ICRE LT 5, [T
AP EDRR, DNUONORITIESTEF ¥ ¥ 72N THMZ TV, 4
AN 1T AROFEETE =D, WM L7z AH. BLHRIC 7 o 7 i
FrRAENRZ, TWIER, Ny =R, TN AT v POREITDOR
LHIENEIND, A (dinner) DEAIEE—bF - Y Fa2—LH LS
Wy EFY— ¥ — A, K (supper) W THI—D, [-eeeer 1]
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Similarly, on 24 August 1945 my father records in his diary: “The
return of Col. Emoto. Our ex- Commandant visited the camp this
morning and gave us a speech and a bottle of beer between four to
drink a toast. Have had some sweetmeats issued today. Expecting
butter, sugar and biscuits in near future. Port stew, new potatoes and
green peas for dinner and a boiled egg for supper. Col. Emoto has now
taken over control of our welfare during the rest of our stay in Japan. I
think and it is the general opinion of us all that we could have no better
Japanese official and that when we move to Hakodate he will do all in
his power to give us a good time. A speech this evening by the old
Commandant, another % bottle of beer for a toast.”

MR@-13
[T

HBIs, WL —HEROMERBRE BN S TW D, 19664E, 1377
i (EC [781%)) oAHEE L7z,
[SETH£]

Bz, HIFE—HEROBERBREEN SN TWE, B Tho ik
BOFRTE 720, MR TIEEMAT 5 & v FSHETLARITRFEIZFY fi
J7ze 208, MALPOBERIBEDD & ZHENICHS L TWbH, 19664E, ik
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Later, he was employed as an interpreter in the First Demobilization
Board. He stayed true to his declaration that any ex- POWs would be
welcome at his home, and some did visit him later. He died in 1966,
aged 78 years.

MR@-14
G

KRR DI —ERRTBELVWI EDH S, FHIITLAKI L
EHBINAETREOEH L AR TRBEELVWSOTHY, —DHOW 5T
WHRZDZLELIFLTWDLELTH — ZOZ LiE. HEERBINET
TOEIENMHZ D70 DTIE R, BTHoZ LA BKRTHLDTH
LEZFMoTIER LR, EWVWH T EThHb, EREIFREZATIEL
o7z,

[ZET#2]

RFGa 2 124725 T, BYELEREDTVEEBRRTBE200
L AT T ETMEAND OGEH ) DICHIRLZAWTH 5]
L)L R D AR BN T OB T TR ARG & e e { SRR
WEOTROFELSETH S 7Z2H LA L. RISTIARE I Pk 2 i 8 L7
EOHHE BT AMAEL VWS DOTHY), —F LTI BAREH
WCDIIEEFRDILAZ DI EZFTRLTWEELTH— O LI,
BERIE DA IC B W CTRE R EEAHEITbNTn 2 L 2 EKT
BHDTHEEZITMoTIERLRVEV) LR, MBI ITHEL
TBEPRINEL L RVES ), EBIIZENEZATIE L2720 TH 5,

L (ETR) @-14

In conclusion, I would repeat the words of another son of a Hakodate
FEPOW, that Shigeo Emoto was “a man responsible for saving
hundreds of lives on Hokkaido”. However, I would add that if the model
commandant view of Lt. Col. Shigeo Emoto is correct - and a mass of
evidence points that way - this should not be taken to mean that life
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was ever easy in the Hakodate camps. Far from it.

MR@-15
G

MNOF W& T, EARIEHED H 2 2 Wil AR 75725 720 i
WenEZTRHEZE, BTOELLIIHh L) DEERZS 2720, it
HESINIIFEO N0 ZORBIRIALIEDENRG Lz, L3z, [H
HIOZRITW] BPLBIETSRho/zl, BB Shikdol, 202
ZoWTIE, kB ET S NZEEONRR LIS L 2AILIEE HFHT 2
RODOEREFHSE (IVF)—-a3Ivyay) A BT HIENE
DS HE R bR TWAEZ L 2 VA LTV 5,

[SET#2]

MOF W ZFTIUE, TTARIGHED B2 2 WAl R 5725 720 BEDIC
WenEZHTRHZZ, MTOELHIHERZH 2720, Pl L5 H
WCIRSFONTze ZORPIINLICHEPITRDOOND Lz, Eidwi, [H#
HIOZRITVW] ZHLEITHOINARTY— AT, ZADPEFTENLZLI3D S
otz 2O EIZDOWTIE, BRI SO RKe LI
L 2SI FHTL2OOFEHFAFTEE (IVF)—-TIv T ar)d,
AN SR al B YN Ee T ARV R R P STTE ANE TR o¥ (N GRVARRE VA A PhE
Wb,

L (%ET#) @-15

In other words, Emoto was a lone voice. His views and instructions
undoubtedly had an impact on those who served under him, and were
at least partially obeyed. The results were certainly recognised by the
men. However, “model behaviour” was a rarity and the post-war
military commissions into war crimes by Hakodate officers and soldiers
are testimony to the widespread practice of inhumane treatment of

prisoners.
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AR R D HERBINAETOEETICH 2B 2RI L TiEo7z, b L
A DLOHFICHARISKR 2 ERD L, AR TEEATHKATLL VWIS
BITEB D 3% < AR O R E D2 TICFEIT L2 2bhvb
MZHI> TV bo MAPOERZITARD D & Z2FNT, EEIZ, FREVWH T
B LEZTTWD, 19664F 1 H29H, 13775 U5SC [773 %\ 13785% )
TR L 720 TTROIARMELIZD 72, WIEL 72 NOKIE EMHT 5
LI OMLERE N, COZ EICAEREITTEB NN, Kk
A5, 20164 4 H 4 HICHETUEL o7z IEL L H UHEEHALE T
FWROEFNCHEZESN, KEDRED IZOVWTW5S,

846
Postscript

We know that Shigeo Emoto was as good as his word that if any
POWs at Haodate ever returned to Japan they would be welcome at his
home. Some took up his offer of hospitality. He died on 29 January 1966,
aged 77 or 78 years. His son, Professor Susumu Emoto, also took a keen
interest in meeting the families of former POWSs; sadly, he died on 4
April 2016 in Tokyo. He is buried at the same cemetery in Takao,
Hachioji City, Tokyo as his father.
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20134EICZ DT = 7H A M ISR OB OIS L2, NEZ A
NTB720FEHEDOTINDH o720 21D ) — FEF o7 KO ARIE
19434E12 A 28 H At Dftak & ;e 212, Z2HOMIMAH D, 194549 H 1 HD
S HFEZENLDREOREFSEEHIN TS, H L7z (missing) H
WX L7200 2 o2, 1352 d MO 7 — McEEFTLENZHEL
WHDLDP——IDZLIZDWTHEFILTETHRL, RS 200k
Molze KB HILEZIT o 72D XHEL 5B L% 2 4EH0 D19834E
DT ELTHY, ZOBEVH, RITHEEORELS O Z L1220 TIEL
PFIZW, LaL, TOZEIZOVWTRIZHEALIICE D D) FERTZ S
ol BHOWSIIN5 1EE 8§ HDOMICKEDF Tz bhb
12wl 2MUED ) — 25K E AL EZIZH L DH, FOHTER
RPES72L. 25 2B ZORXBHRLZ DT TV 20N E) 0B ENT
Badrole Eldvz, TOMIELZL S CEOHEFIIONT, Th
MRS N TRV EITRAICIZE TH R 0 o720 & ) DIF19454E 8 H
AT BN E ORI DOGEIZ O TIE, TR E LREZ 5 727250F
CBEIHLTHA%,

g&l

201745 A 8 HICHIEIZ—&IZRI L7ze HOWPEIZZ ) TH D, FAld
O—35 - 74 A% — (Laura Foster) &9 ZD04720 D% Ltkh 5
LED A=V EZT o720 A=V [HBIZOBLIADOHLD) H
DLIMA, BOEZAIHYET | HRERIT T ZoHLE2kED R
7ZICBELLEVERWET, EGonid s wn) 2 RRALZL DT, A
Ew vy =7 b v (Wolverhampton) 12 (ZFhd a2 —X1 —
(Coseley) 12 1) fEFATVWE T, BEAWLT, BailLZThI L2E LA
WKLTBET, B—=F X0 ] LZ2F Ay e—UnFhrILTni, £OH
D) BICAIZT—=F AW, KRAPSHEEEZ o707 572 (HitiE
1M o7 470505 %] (“missing”) T F Ik o> TWwWizH
RO —SHEEZOHENOEEED 3 ADOANMDOTIZ L o TREDKK
PITRE SN Twiz, FTRMICHEZRE L TWwWzoldu— 7 ol
TNIN— Vg —T - F— XHEH (Sergeant Albert George Keys) T, 7 4
JEYDY=ZFTAF) ABHEDO I~ Y FRRE L L THE L T 7219454
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Pk, HEt2 =B L THEOTTICH - 72 2 L IZIFIFREV 2V KRWT,
DT o T HIEHRRZOWRD ) bO— ADPREZFEHE, £
LTHRRIS, ZOEDOT — I 16O ER OB EORETIH VL7120
WD 2T A2 LIl o7l V) ONRHOEMTH L, ED/— MK
BHASOKA LR, ZNICHLOEE RTHET2HENTBY), e s
BRI/ —PMIZRENZA T AZLEEI213899% (RAF number
1213899) WA F 52 TEMPIZT—F5134 ¥ ¥ — % v F THREZITV,
ZORER, ZOT 2T MUY BENT2DE ST,

W, ZOWFEIZE 2D B %H 5 RBERO—BIZ OV TR T
HHRV, Bl U= PFEATVEDREFRLLITADS YA VI
EDLIATHLLWVH T L, HEIAT, U—F DR E R & 3@ VBB
RIZHBE V) T &, FEZT, HOPROKADENT, LEOKTH
LEn) L, Thb, AbOMBRY ., ROLETo—FDOHLDOMIZ
LMV LA L. RBICEHRIERVDZEAL I He bHAAL
COZEEFV T IRANEREET HDICRTR D ) —2OWFTH
HESoTHLBELLELZZLVWTHA I, 722 L, FNSBRALLTY
TI—=NANVDORELLEFEROD SR VWE—ATHIEONEINEL 5
L, ZORBLIIMOARZTMA L ZATH-> T, DILbIZIITE vz
B\,

BT, SRABOFICITIIIM44ED 1 H2 5194540 8 A OMIEIZ b7z -
THROLXDTFAZ & o THLNANNN ARER O FLERDEPATET B0 T
NEL., 013 FEDR I TIEZ DR F 2% - 72D T, o AL mAH
AR LT, [EbnzHFE] (“The Missing Diary”) &%) 72,
HLETREBWNL Y 2 7 R=VEER L7z, 29 LT MoEk % TR
LTELDHITH LT, XOBAR, KT E RIT L EE LR TRE
DV LIEL POV THEET 5 Z LR E R ToblJ ThHh D, &
WO DICHEEZRI LZORHEZ IS LEHRNT, X=TI1d
DHIOEETH %o

W AT 0525 % -7z L] ("Missing Diary”) % 724 F
JESRELCHED R, PBALTLZE o720 —F EHHED ) £ 123
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The “Missing Diary”

When 1 first published my father’s diaries on this web site in 2013 I
had only two notebooks to transcribe. His diary entry for 28th
December 1943 was the last until 1st September 1945 when the diary
resumed. I did not even know whether one diary was missing or
perhaps more. My father had given me the diaries in 1988, some two
years before he died, and I had not noticed the gap until some time
after that. It was too late to ask him ! I did not know the whereabouts
of the one or more notebooks that he may have kept for the intervening
20 months, nor was I even for sure whether it was kept. However, I
could not imagine that the events of those months, especially the
liberation of the POWSs in August 1945, went unrecorded.

On 8 May 2017 the matter was resolved. I received an email from
someone previously unknown to me named Laura Foster, saying only “I
have one of your Dad’s diaries! I'd be pleased to arrange to give it to
you. Ironically, I live in Wolverhampton (well Coseley ! ). Look forward
to speaking to you, Laura”. I met her later in the day and she gave me
the diary (there was only one). It had been “missing” but kept safe for
72 years by three members of her family, her grandfather Sergeant
Albert George Keys who almost certainly had it in his possession from
1945 when he was serving in Manila, Phillippines as a Royal Navy
Commando, then one of his daughters after he died, and finally it had
passed to her niece Laura for use in a school project when she was 16.
Inside each notebook my father had written his name, rank and number
and it was that RAF number 1213899, that she used to search the
internet and with which she found this web site.

There are a number of coincidences surrounding this story that
should be mentioned; first, Laura lives only 5 miles away from me,
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second, her partner is distantly related to me, and third, his mother is a
neighbour and lifetime friend of a friend of mine. As far as we know my
father and her grandfather never met, but of course that may be

another piece of the jigsaw that we do not even know is missing.

So, now I do have my father’s own written record of his personal
experiences for that period, January 1944 to Augsut 1945. However, in
its absence in 2013 I produced a substitute web page called “The
Missing Diary” from other diaries, memoirs,etc. These enabled me to
piece together something of his movements and the major events that
affected him. Apart from the addition of this explanatory preamble the

page remains unchanged.

Finally, a big thank you to Laura and her family for looking after the

“Missing Diary” for 72 years, and returning it.
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