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1) Deux ans au Japon (1876-1878) : journal et correspondance
de Louis Kreitmann, officier du génie

Achievement Report on the Research Visit to the School
for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences, France

Graduate School of History and Folklore Studies Doctoral Program  WANG He

Contents of research and topics for

investigation

The theme of my doctoral research is the Sino-Japa-
nese War and the history of the Imperial Japanese Navy
in the Meiji Era. My dissertation compares the levels of
supervision in the navies of the Qing Dynasty and the
Empire of Japan before the Sino-Japanese War, based on
historical records in logbooks that were kept on naval
vessels of the two countries. A logbook is a daily record
of a ship’s operations. Journals of voyages have been
written through the ages, but a system of keeping a log-
book that officially records the day-to-day activities
aboard a ship was established in the Modern Era. Since
the Modern Era, ships have been required by the laws of
each country to keep a logbook for the duration of their

journey.

Keeping a log is an important duty in the navy, in times
of both war and peace. A logbook contains entries on
navigation, duties, training, strategies, and other relevant

activities. The crew record the operation of facilities and

K

equipment aboard the ship and log accounts of the
weather. The logbook also contains valuable information
on daily management rules, logistics, adjustment of per-
sonnel, military training, and facility maintenance. Study-
ing the logbook is meaningful not only in learning about
a voyage, but also in learning how navies develop the

skills of their personnel.

The Beiyang Fleet was the main component of the Im-
perial Chinese Navy, while the main arm of the Imperial
Japanese Navy was the Standing Fleet, which merged
with the Western Fleet to form the Combined Fleet just
before the Sino-Japanese War. The navies of both coun-
tries were modernized by the time the Sino-Japanese
War erupted in 1894. The system of keeping a log (in-
cluding records of duties) was established as a basic rou-

tine when the fleets were organized.

Analyses of their management capabilities and degree
of modernization using information from the logbooks

and comparisons of the fleets’ policies offer important
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perspectives.

The views of Chinese scholars on the Beiyang Fleet’s
abilities are mainly divided. One side speculates that the
Beiyang Fleet was incompetent due to corruption and
derogation of management. The other side points out that
in addition to corruption and management issues, the
lack of armaments and logistical support should also be
taken into account in making an objective assessment.
An objective assessment of the military capabilities of
naval personnel will provide new insights into the study
of naval history in the Sino-Japanese War. With the exis-
tence of logbooks not widely known in the past, few
studies have been made on the logbooks themselves, and
few analyses on the imperial navies have been carried
out using information culled from the logs. In recent
years, however, logbooks and related papers have newly
surfaced, making it possible to conduct studies using

those materials.

In my thesis, I wish to investigate two issues. First, I
intend to reveal the actual state of supervision in the na-
vies of the two countries before the Sino-Japanese War
based on primary sources like logbooks. I would like to
particularly shed light on personnel management and se-
curity for logistics personnel. Analyses of such informa-
tion will help us grasp which of the navies had the ad-
vantage in management and construction. Second, I wish
to reexamine the military capabilities of the two coun-
tries’ sailors by studying logbook records before the Sino-
Japanese War in correlation with historic naval battle re-
cords. To do so I will examine the routine tasks and daily
lives of sailors. Investigation is also required to under-
stand various aspects of recruiting navy officers and per-

sonnel, education, organization, and everyday life.

I will first study historical sources in institutions that
nurtured naval officers, like the Fuzhou Naval College,
Yokosuka Naval Arsenal, and Imperial Japanese Naval
Academy. Then I will examine French sources. Develop-
ment of the modern navy began almost simultaneously in
China and Japan in the 1860s. The great powers at the
time, such as Britain and France, exported resources and
technologies which led to the expansion of the two na-
vies. France particularly played a major role from the
1860s to 1890s. French influence cannot be ignored in

studying naval history of that time, but the use of French
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records remains insufficient in the studies of Chinese and
Japanese history. I believe the use of French naval re-
cords, including information on the Fuzhou Naval Col-
lege, Yokosuka Naval Arsenal, and other documents on
the development of military education and organization
in the modern navies of Imperial China and Japan, is vi-
tal to the study of Japanese-French and Sino-French
technological cooperation. These documents, stored in
the French Ministry of Defense and the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, include records of studies abroad of navy
personnel, employment of French engineers, construction
of naval education facilities, and recruitment and devel-
opment of navy officers in the early days of the modern
navy, and offer up new ground in the study of naval his-
tory in East Asia for Chinese and Japanese researchers. I
took this opportunity to search French historical materi-

als to complete the research for my dissertation.

Research destinations and contents

1. The National Residence of the Invalids (Hotel des In-
valides)

Date of visit: April 27, 2016

Materials studied:

Displays of items taken from Japan by the French on
winning the Shimonoseki Campaign (e. g., actual artil-
lery from a Shimonoseki battery) ; French military uni-

forms, equipment, and weapons from the 19th century

2. The National Navy Museum in the Palais de Chaillot
Date of visit: April 28, 2016

Materials studied:

Oil paintings of historic incidents involving the French
Navy in the Middle Ages and the Modern Age; models
of figureheads from medieval and Modern Age vessels;
carvings from vessels; models of modern French battle-
ships; photographs and oil paintings of battles in the Si-
no-French War and Shimonoseki Campaign; an all-met-
al, atmospheric diving suit by the French Navy in the
19th century

3. The Diplomatic Archive Center of the Ministry of For-
eign and European Affairs

Date of visit: May 1, 2016

Materials studied:

Dock models of the Yokosuka Arsenal and Fuzhou Arse-
nal; diplomatic papers, letters, and official documents re-

lating to the Yokosuka Arsenal and Fuzhou Arsenal; de-
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sign drawings, contracts, construction order for a
dockyard in the Yokosuka Arsenal; diplomatic papers

from the Sino-French War

4. The Defense Historical Service of the French Ministry
of Defense

Date of visit: May 4, 2016

Materials studied:

Design drawings of the Matsushima-class cruiser (nick-
named Sankeikan after the three scenic views of Ja-
pan) ; blueprints and models of docks in the Yokosuka
Arsenal and Fuzhou Arsenal; report on the Fuzhou Arse-
nal from an attaché of the French Embassy in Qing Chi-
na; contract of a French employee in the Fuzhou Arse-
nal; employment contract of a French technology
inspector; classified journal concerning the Fuzhou Arse-
nal; files on Fuzhou; correspondence between French
employees, the fleet, and ministry; personnel records of

French engineers; personnel records of Leonce Verny

5. The National Marine Museum in Brest Castle

Date of visit: May 8, 2016

Materials studied:

Models of medieval and Modern Age French warships;
photographs, models, cultural relics, oil paintings, and
carvings relating to naval history and culture; actual artil-
lery and submarine; history of the Brest naval port and

shipbuilding

Significance of the visit and achievements

I will likely emphasize French records in the study of
Chinese and Japanese navies in the Modern Age, partic-
ularly in the study of education and industry in the early
days of the modern navy. Both countries chose to import
technologies from the French Navy and utilized French
shipbuilding technologies and hired French engineers to
build shipyards and naval academies. The two countries
also imported French parts, weaponry, and vessels for ar-
maments. They later made attempts to build their own
warships based on French shipbuilding technologies. The
Yokosuka Naval Arsenal in Japan and the Fujian Arsenal
in China are of particular interest. Their construction
plans and facilities were all made in French-style, and
the first battleships built domestically by each country

strongly resembled French warships.
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The Chinese and Japanese navies in the Modern Era
were deeply involved with France. China fought the Ar-
row War and the Sino-French War against France, while
Japan fought the Shimonoseki Campaign against the joint
naval forces of four countries that included France. Dur-
ing the Sino-French War, the navies of Japan and France
joined forces against the Qing Dynasty. France has abun-
dant records of their navy’s advancement in the Far East
in the late 19th century, especially having played a signif-
icant role in historic incidents such as the Arrow War,
Shimonoseki War, construction of the Yokosuka Arsenal
in Japan and Fujian Arsenal in China, the Sino-French
War, and the Boxer Rebellion. French actions in the Far

East are apparent throughout the Modern Era.

French officers, troops, advisers, and engineers fre-
quently interacted with the peoples of China and Japan,
so many letters, public documents, battle paintings, and
photographs remain. Today’s researchers consider these
records to be valuable materials for research. The materi-
als I studied during my visit contained detailed accounts
of construction at the Yokosuka Arsenal and Fuzhou Ar-
senal, as well as accounts of interventions by the French
government and military. It is also highly worth studying
the records on education, training, studies abroad, search
for a structured system, development of shipbuilding
technology, and technological traits. I am confident these

materials will benefit my future research.

In addition to written material, discoveries from the
study of non-written materials, such as oil paintings, pho-
tographs, original items, models, figureheads, clearly re-
flecting the history and culture of colonization by the
French Navy since the Middle Ages, were also valuable.
Models of warships explicitly illustrate the technology of
the French Navy of each era. Observation of such non-
written materials deepens one’s understanding of the
structure of warships, tactics in naval battles, degree of
technological advancement, and naval culture of the ma-

jor powers in and after the 19th century.

Through this research visit I was able to gather many
important research data; it was also a valuable experi-
ence to interact with people overseas and encounter for-
eign cultures. The visit was a delightful research experi-

ence.
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