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Revival of Tibetan Buddhist Temples in Inner Mongolia and Their Social Functions
—— With a focus on the Three Great Temples of Hure ——

Abstract : Since the 1980s, religious activities have regained momentum across China, acceler-
ating the reconstruction of key sites for such activities. In Inner Mongolia, for instance, the reviv-
al of Tibetan Buddhism has triggered restoration and reconstruction of Tibetan Buddhist temples,
which are also being developed as cultural assets. In local regions, large-scale works of resto-
ration, extension or reconstruction of temples are being undertaken. As Tibetan Buddhist temples
become popular tourist destinations in the region, the temples annual events and rituals are also
reviving. With these trends in the background, this paper focuses on the Three Great Temples of
Hure in the eastern part of Inner Mongolia. Tibetan Buddhism is deeply connected with the ori-
gin of the Hure Banner, and priests at Tibetan Buddhist temples gradually gained political sway
in this region. Involved in both politics and religion, Tibetan Buddhism priests were politicians as
well as clerics, and the Three Great Temples were their bases for exercising political and reli-
gious authority.

This paper clarifies the factors behind the revival and current situation of the Three Great

Temples and considers the functions they now serve in modern society.
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