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in Design Circles of Pre-war Japan 2

Abstract: This paper is a continuation of “The Reception and Influence of First World War Post-
ers in Design Circles of Pre-war Japan,” which argued how propaganda posters made in the
United States and Europe during World War One were received in Japan's design circles from
the mid-1910s to the 1920s. The purpose of this second paper is to examine how world war post-
ers were introduced and received in Japan during the so-called “Fifteen-Year War Period” from
the Manchurian Incident in 1931 to the end of the Second World War in 1945.

In Japan, political propaganda posters were first created in 1929 at the behest of the Army



Ministry and the Education and Culture Ministry. The move shifted into full swing after the
Manchurian Incident in 1931 and was accelerated further by the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese
War in 1937. Since there was no precedent of such posters in Japan, neither the ministries re-
questing them nor the illustrators entrusted with their creation had any concrete ideas as to
their design. What they used as reference or materials then were the propaganda posters made
in Western countries.

In this way, world war posters recaptured people’s attention during this period as they were
often adapted into posters and newspaper advertisements. However, one major difference from
the 1920s was how the authorities particularly favored designs that featured soldiers fighting
with bayonets, or motifs such as machine guns, tanks or ammunition suggestive of the war front.
At any rate, world war posters were reevaluated during the Fifteen-Year War Period, more than
ten years after they were originally made and used, and played a major role in producing new
graphic works in Japan. In fact, these posters were used more profusely in Japan than in Western
countries and their influence lasted longer.

It is also notable that Western war posters were considered an effective measure to encourage
citizens to prepare themselves at the home front. It was in this context that they were intro-

duced or adapted.
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W. HOL TAYLOR

THE OTHER WAR Two pages showing the rather

more elemental approach of the artist to the propaganda
prablems of the first World War

At the top of this page is the work

THE overwhelming difference between
propaganda on the hoardings in this
war and the last can be seen from these
reproductions. The followers of the
Brangwyn school then really came into
their own. The order of the day was
realism touched up to heroic pro-
portions. Placed against the straight-
forward typographical go-to-it injunc-
tions of to-day these 1914 posters have
an almost romantic quality. War then
seemed a struggle between men and
men, and machines scarcely appeared
at all. Cerainly the cconomic back-
ground to the whole show seems, in
retrospect, quite non-existent,

14

of two of the many important artists

who won the war of propaganda for |
the Allies long before the more con- |

crete victory was assured. W. Hol
Taylor was among the Americans who
whipped forty-cight large States into
unanimity of purpose: Brangwyn’s
violent orange-and-black lithographs
were a powerful stimulus to England’s
voluntary system. Steinlen used a
pencil sketch to epitomise the grey
misery of the starving Russian priso-
ners; Spencer Pryse silhouetted
the refugee against the mind of every-

one who saw his poster. There was |

no part of that previous war in which
the artist was not present, no aspect

TREASURE AND

TRINKET FUND
259 FIFTH AVENUIE
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planatory brush of Spencer Pryse.
(}Ompam these posters with those
which we see on our hoardings to-day.
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AND THE SECOND GREAT WAR OF

O THE DAY when the French armistice
declared, these photographs
‘teached London. They were among
the last batch of publicity to leave

1Ce.

AND INDUSTRY has sometimes
the case-histories of successful

paigns. Here is the story of a

ure. It provides, perhaps, unique
‘oceasion for the time-honoured excuse:
was a good campaign but the public
was wrong. Publicity was insufficient
o check the fifth-columnist for, after
all, the sphere of the poster stops
hort of Iscariot.

PROPAGANDA VERSUS PROPAGANDA

To the honest citizen with a careless
tongue, however, these posters are
calculated to administer the necessary
jolt; we in Britain may add them to
our own official admonitions for, in
spite of Fougasse, there are still people
who disclose, with stentorian goodwill,
every piece of official information that
happens to come their way,

France took the anti-gossip task
seriously, and cut out any attempt at
whimsicality or humour. Realities
were stressed by the use of photogra-
phy, though the two projects which we
have included show the effectiveness of
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NATIONAL PUBLICITY IN WAR-TIME

Official War Publicity has produced problems seldom before faced

by Government Departments. Houw these have been met, and some

recent campaigns, are described by Grace Lovat Fraser.

THE PLANNING AND execution of the
various campaigns which have been
launched by the Government during
the war have, with two exceptions, all
been undertaken by special depart-
ments at the Ministry of Information.
These exceptions are the Food Cam-
paign and the National Savings Cam-
paign. The Food Campaign has been
the work of the Ministry of Food and
that of National Savings has been
entirely carried out by the National
Savings Committee. The latter
campaign is included in this review,
the food campaign will be examined
in our January number.

The special departments at the
Ministry of Information are all in the
hands of experienced and practical
advertising men; they form what
may be described as a large advertis-
ing department acting for the various
Ministries concerned.

These Ministries are in the position
of directors of affiliated companies,
each of which has its own special
problems which are passed to a
central advertising department, In

turn the Ministry of Information
employs the services of various ad-
vertising agencies, in precisely the
same way as would the advertising
department of a commercial concern,
The result is therefore the outcome
of collaboration between three sets of
experts with the necessary technical
and specialised knowledge to produce
exactly the type of campaign suitable
for the particular message to be
publicised.

In setting up and organising these
special publicity departments the
Ministry of Information was faced
with a problem that has seldom con-
fronted a government department;
it had to apply the technique of per-
suasion to a number of novel and per-
plexing conditions, for which no
precedent existed. It had to launch
appeals to the public during an
abnormal period; it had to sell ideas
to the public just as vigorously as any
commercial organisation with goods
or services to put over; but it had to
retain throughout an air of authority,
as befitted a government department,
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We have just begun
to fight!

PEARL HARBOR
BATAAN

CORAL SEA
MIDWAY
GUADALCANAL
NEW GUINEA
BISMARCK SEA
CASABLANCA
ALGIERS
TUNISIA

[X 44 (bnbh&i@iw %ﬁnb7c>> 1943 4 James Aulich
[War poster Weapon of Mass Communication] Thames &
Hudson 2007 4 p.170

VOTERS' COMMITTEE OF THE
SCIENCES for ROOSEVELT =

B45 (B E b, HFEEZEDLLETIN) 1944 F
FIV2Y)—FHFAL 3 BREX—IFESE% ES5E27h0]
(V=N F by @EELAS)T—AFT7HFTL R,
2007 4£  p.96

DOING ALLYOU CAN?

(46 (BRFEEEZRLLTWEHR?) 3V 2)—FHFA 3 RAX—RBES%E LSRRI 7D
(V=N F -2y BEELEZ)TY—NLEFT7x kT, 20074 p.16
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