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Utaki and Torii of Miyako
—— A Study of the Historical Background —

Abstract : There are objects and buildings commonly found at Shinto shrines in Japan, such as
torii (gateway built at the entrance to a shrine), komainu (lion-shaped guardian dogs sitting at
the entrance), foro (garden lanterns), haiden (hall of worship) and shinden (main shrine where
the object of worship is placed). The sacred sites of Miyako called utaki have objects of worship
called 767 placed at the center of the innermost section of the uitaki. They are stones where gods
are believed to be enshrined. There are several other b7 on the grounds. These are gods to be
worshipped from a distance. The open space in front of the 767 is a sacred area called kanniwa,
where a small hall called komoriya is built for people to shut themselves up in to conduct rituals.
It is said that there are more than 800 ufak: in Miyako. Although many wtak: have changed
through the years and now have objects and buildings similar to shrines, they retain a solemn
atmosphere.

After the “annexation” of the Ryukyu islands, modernization of Okinawa progressed together
with education promoting Chukun Aikoku (loyalty and patriotism). People were forced to recite
the Imperial Rescript on Education, make a respectful bow to the Goshinei (photograph of the

Emperor and Empress), pray to the Imperial Palace from a distance and give three cheers for



the Emperor. People who were “Japanized” in this manner made efforts to assimilate into Japan
by transforming historical utak: where many residents visited and making them more similar to
shrines. They built torii gateways and toro lanterns, reconstructed komoriyva as haiden, and reno-
vated b7 as shinden. In particular, the torii was regarded as the symbolic entrance to the wtak:
(shrine). After World War II, the movement toward erecting torii continued and even expanded.
In some areas, utaki are called jinja (shrine). Today, torii built at utaki no longer seem out of
place. When Shinmei-style torii become deteriorated, they tend to be replaced by Myojin-style

torir.
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