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Views on Immigrants from the Amami Islands to Brazil with an Emphasis
on Undokai (Sports Festival) Organized by Comunidade Amami

Abstract : Since 781 Japanese immigrants first arrived in Brazil in 1908, a further 250,000 people
are believed to have moved to this country halfway around the world from Japan. Many of them
were contracted to work on farms called Fazenda and engaged in the production of coffee beans,
cotton and vegetables, contributing to the development of the agricultural industry in Brazil. The
year 2018 marked the 110th anniversary of the first immigrants arriving on the ship Kasatomaru

at the Port of Santos. Currently, 1.9 million Japanese descendants live in Brazil, with some families
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in their sixth generation.

Kagoshima Prefecture boasts the longest history of immigration to Brazil. It is among the
prefectures with the highest number of such immigrants, having sent a total of 16,703 people over
the course of history. The Amami Islands are located 380 kilometers south-southwest of mainland
Kagoshima Prefecture. From these small islands, 872 people comprising 167 families have migrated
to Brazil up till now. Their strong attachment to their ancestral home took form in the
establishment of a beneficial association called Amami Immigrants in Brazil. However, historical
studies on immigration to Brazil merely regard these people as being from Kagoshima and neglect
their unique identity.

These Amami immigrants in Brazil are the focus of this paper. How they passed down their
culture from generation to generation and how it affected the second and third generations will be
examined. The author interviewed Amami immigrants about their annual sports festival held by
the second generation mainly from Uken Village and born in Brazil prior to World War II. Based
on these interviews, how they maintain their identity will be revealed. Moreover, how the passed-
down Amami identity is brought back to their ancestral home and influences the local people will

be discussed.
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LA TR N
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10 | Provadas Bruxas 77 ¥ 13 5 F4 5[]
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—
11 | Corrida de 100 metros 100 A — k JL7E 13 L | o> B 4[]
. . - Todos entre 13 e 60 anos 2 vezes
12 Corrida do Elefantinho SREE5 13 ~ 60 48 2 [l
. Criancas ate 12 anos 1vez
13 | Bolaao Cesto = AL 12 L FOF & 1]
Intervalo para o Almoco &£
Homenagem as pessoas acima de 70 anos da comunidade japonesa Odori
70 %L ED HA [Odori (HY )] R CHERELT
14 | Corridacoma Titia BIEXALED g%ﬁ?%‘? ;ngs g \l%ezes
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1 —_— )|
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18 | Prova do Equilibrio N7 v 254 50 Ll L4 B 5 [l
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19 | RodarPneu %A ¥L—X 1350 48 2 [l
20 Corrida Maluca para criancas Criancas entre 5 e 12 anos 3 vezes
FEFF2UHEL—X 5~12@DFED 3 [a]
Todos a partir de 13 anos 4 vezes
PR 7 S
21 | Provado Balao [EfRIRFESEES 13550 48 4 [d
. Todos a partir de 50 anos 5 vezes
,@ 2k SEYE
22 | Pescaria fa#y" 5 50 B L1 -4 B 5 [l
— Todos a partir de 13 anos 4 vezes
23 | Prova da Taboada para adultos FfH 555 13 L) 4B 4[]
o4 Corrida do Minhocao para criancas Criancas entre 6 e 12 anos 2 vezes
Ny 6~ 12DTFED 2 [
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1 —_— )
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27 | Suzuwari £3E[D Todos “H i ‘[%elz
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COMUNIDADE AMAMI DE VILA CARRAD - 237 UNDO-KAI

Local Faskan KIYONNA
Dwta 20001 T com inicio previsho para as 0800 horas

A contribuigio por pessoa é de RS 15,00 & desting-se

&t pagaments do alvguel do campa.
Fdc pagaT 2% pEES0E S0P O 7O anos & 28 crangas abl § aros

PROGRAMACAD

HING NACIOMAL ERASILEIRD

HING: NACSONAL JAPONES
91 - Comda de 50 metros . ... Wulheoes 3 parctr de 13 anos Jvares
02 - Cormda oe 50 matros Crisras 0 12 8noa 3 vETed
03- mnm Tm-masum ..... 3 vares
04 - Prova da Tatosda para crangas Ertre 8 8 12 5 b
o5 - mudamm.p Tndu.lp-ru'dtum i 3 veres
0% - Prova de Estourar Baides Crarcas gt 10 an § veres
OF - Corricla do Mnhocho Toodok & piesr g 13 Snos 3 vared
08 - Cantopéia pars Criancas Criangas onvre 10 ¢ 15 anos 2 veres
8 - Cenfiopha para Adufcs Trodan & parsr e 16 ancs 3 veoeh
10 - Prowa dad Bricrd Todos @ partr de 13 anos 5 vares
11 - Cosricla de 100 metmos Homans & partic de 13 ance 4 vares
12 - Coeridly do Elladinks Todes antes 13860 anoa .. ¥ 2 varsd
13- Bola ac Casho Crancas aié 12 ancs i vaz

Irbarvals pan o Almocs

Hompnagies s possoss Soima de 70 ancs da comundads jBpontaa

i
14 - Coenda com o Tas Crance 5 & andi 3 vared
15 - Prowa do Palhago - Todos @ parsr de 13 anos ... 2 vares
18 - Prowa Passar o Bambold Bl Todos @ parc de 10 anos 2 vanes
17 - Riripamerts parn ks Mirared ante 13 8 35 anos 1 vaz
18 - Prowa do Equilbno ... Todos aparir de 50 anos ... § vazes
19 - Rodar Priau Tooded & parsr da 13 anos 2 vared
20 = Corncds Mkt pan rangas Conangas snire & 8 12 anos 3 vares
21 - Prova do Balha Trodon 8 parsr de 13 anos 4 virned
I3 - Pascana Tedod o parsr de 50 anos 5 vared
23+ Prova da Teboada para adulics ... Todos a pardr de 13 anos 4 vares
14 - Corncln oo Minhocka pars crantas Cligngin anire 6 0 13 anos 2 varen
25 » Revezamenio para Homens .. ... Homens enire 13 & 40 ancs S |
8- Calo de Guerma Toodon @ parse de 13 snos 2 vaDs
2T = Gumuwarn Tod 1 vaz

ESTAREMOS VENDENDO, BURANTE A PROGRAMACAD, UMA RIFA HO VALCHR
DE A% 7 .00 CADA MUMERD

ATENGAD;
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