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Abstract: It is expected that description type examinations (DTEs) are able to evaluate
abilities for logical inference and analytial thinking. DTEs have already been introduced in
some faculties and departments for entrance examinations for universities. As a part of "the
national common test for university entrance qualification", large-scale DTEs are planned for
subjects of Japanese language and mathematics. The scoring process for DTEs differs from
that for mark sheet-type examinations, requiring human support for scoring. In the field of
pedagogy, some empirical studies on DTEs have been reported and many problems have been
pointed out. In the U.S.A,, to scorr DTE, some ESSs (Essay scoring Systems) have been in
operation for over 20 years. In this paper on DTEs, we reviewed problems and solutions high-
lighted by recent study results based on the theory of education. Also, based on summarized
trends of ESS studies in the U.S.A. and Japan, from the viewpoint of problems with DTEs, we
discussed features and properties required for better ESSs.
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