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From A Position as Attachment of Men to "Women Hold Up Half the Sky"
—— Analysis of Female Shrine, "Iron Girl", "March Eighth Red-banner Pacesetter", etc.

in the Rural Area of Huizhou, China——

Abstract @ Society has certain expectations and demands for women, and the social expectations reflect

women's social status. In Chinese society, recognition is a direct expression of social expectation for
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women, and it is also an evaluation for a specific woman from government, neighbor, clansman, and
relative. Through analyzing these recognitions, it is obvious that the power that women gained and the
bonds they received. Women's recognition in different times also reflects the status and changes of women,
and the needs of society.

Through analyzing recognitions of women in the rural area of Huizhou, such as female shrine and
memorial archway, this paper studies the content and cause of social expectations for women during the
Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China. Besides, the paper also makes a thorough inquiry about the
contents and reasons of social expectations for women during the planned economic period and Chinese
economic reform by analyzing the recognition such as "Iron Girls", "March Eighth Red-banner Pacesetter”,
and "Civilized Family" etc. Finally, it investigates the changes and causes of women's social position by
investigating social expectation for women in each period.

During the Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, Huizhou folk respected a style of women as an
understanding wife and loving mother, based on the demands of man, patriarchal clan system, and
Confucian ethics. Women, without any personal freedom at all, were severely discriminated and
suppressed by men.

During the planned economic period, praise and honor for women as village builder and "Iron Girl"
increased significantly. Women in Huizhou have been able to devote themselves into social work, and have
begun to grasp their own lives. However, these recognitions that were established in order to cooperate
with state producing activities were not active pursuit of women, and they built up a seeming equality of
men and women, but in fact neglected specific value of women.

Since Chinese economic reform in 1978, social expectations for women translates to bellwether of
becoming rich, or good housewife focused on spiritual civilization. It is obvious that women are acting as
the vital role in society and their families along with social status raising. And, their independent
consciousness is from strength to strength, therefore the social evaluation for women is developing

towards with diversification trend.
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