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The Formation of the Paintings of Man's Ideal Life, Pyongsaeing-do,
and the Culture of Middle Class

Abstract : This paper focuses on reinterpretation regarding the formation of the Paintings of
Man'’s Ideal Life, Pyongsaeing-do ("F-Z:[X), and the stratum of the painting beneficiaries, which
has been regarded as the genre paintings of aristocratic class, vangban, depicting the images of
glorious rite of passage and the successful life of bureaucrat.

This paper, however, points out that as to the formation of the Paintings of Man's Ideal Life
which was mainly produced in the 19® century of the late Joseon Period, was influenced by auspi-
cious paintings such as the paintings of Guo Fenyang’s Enjoyments of Life (334473 1), also

the Korean written full-length verses such as a couple of versions of the Verse of Man's Life (I'H
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F#xJ. THRHD and the Song of Capital ([EEFZ#]). Most of images consist of the Paintings of
Man's Ideal Life are mainly based on the context of a couple of versions of the Verse of Man's
Life and those images are described as the most successful man in the society of the period.
Those Korean written full-length verses shows the life of middle class, the recognition of the real-
ity and the culture of pleasure life of the middle class, thus the Paintings of Man's Ideal Life,
Pyongsaeing-do, is also possibly connected to the culture of the middle class.

The aspiration toward the high official posts of bureaucracy which is the main theme of the
Paintings of Man's Ideal Life can interpreted as the desire of the middle class’ who was success-
ful in accumulating a great wealth and appeared as the new economic power, also enjoyed the
material fertility and had around sophisticated culture living in the capital but was under discrim-
ination in promoting to the high official posts of bureaucracy in the late Joseon Period. The Paint-
ings of Man’s Ideal Life visualized the ideal life that the middle class was longing and was patron-
ized by the wealthy middle class. It must be certain that the Paintings of Man’s Ideal Life was
appreciated as the symbol of fortune and happiness by the wealthy middle class rather depicting

the real life of aristocratic class, yangban.
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