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Why are Japanese young people
reluctant to study abroad?

Abstract

The number of Japanese students at higher educational institutions abroad
has been decreasing. According to the OECD, the number reached its peak
in 2004 and since then has been decreasing. Japanese journalism sometimes
suggests that the decrease has largely been caused by the tendency of Japanese
young people to be introverted in nature. However, this is unlikely to be the only
factor causing the decrease. In this article, several other factors are identified
and addressed as to their validity.

Furthermore, in order to detect whether this tendency can be observed
among English major students from Kanagawa University, questionnaires about
interest in studying abroad and experiences of going aboard were carried out
over 18 years from 1996 to 2014. The results showed that around 80% of the
students consistently showed interest in studying abroad every year, but a slight
decreasing tendency was observed as in the OECD survey mentioned above.
One interesting finding, however, was that there was a correlation between
those who want to study abroad and those who have never been aboard. Also
there was a negative correlation between those who want to study abroad and
those who have been abroad once. From these results, their experience abroad
may sometimes have a negative effect on a future plan of ‘study-abroad’ while
no experience traveling abroad can nurture a wish to study abroad. If this
correlation is applied to explain the decreasing tendency, it could be assumed
that as more Japanese go abroad, the number of Japanese studying abroad is
likely to decrease.
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|ad[885]90.2]81.2]81.0|73.1[77.6|77.8|92.3|84.1 | 79.5| 78.2[76.8|74.7| 79.7 | 88.2| 80.3| 86.5 | 78.9 |
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57 -1 BREEL FBEHFLERIEOEL

Br72 T a2 s 5 EMEHRIIEREZD W HIHZTHRE L TWH Lni
5o LL20034EE2E—27 L LT2104F TTFRMENSR SN TV A,
Z D% 2011 4L 80% Hith % E T LCT\w5b, OECD OF#FEIC X ITHA
NERDRBEERDE — 2 #WR 7202004 ETH VY, ZDHRTHEZHE
I Cws, —HTIEH 220N LY L2 ERL TV izZ L8
bbb, 72 JASSO DFAC X B 2008 4E LI D IR %2 &G R
O¥EINCH§ 2 B TIE, 2009 E2 K E LCLEARKTH % L H12L 40
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Emb R 55,
FRARRBIEICE L TERF L ) HEN KDL, RITHEFTFRE
Fido L LA A2 BAEBIIETRPENICH L L) ICAR D,
WIZRFHEDOETH % 05KE D%  50%HiETHE L TW5, £k}
DONWEETIEDH SHD32030% DB TLETLTWA, TDORICIAHF T, +—
ZANTYTHL B, EHIT1020%DHE ZHER L TWBHDS, EEIZH BB
WTbdH b,

x54 BEFLEE (%)
1996|1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2009 | 2010|2011 | 2012|2013 |2014
USA 36.0(45.7 |57.0 |48.559.0 |70.1 |54.3|57.1 |52.4 |54.5 |55.1 |55.1 |60.9 |54.1 |41.0|52.4 |47.6 |45.9
England |31.4|29.3 |26.7 |25.8 |23.1 [11.9|17.3|17.6| 22|21.7 |20.5|32.7 |24.1 |13.5|27.9|22.2|15.8|19.7
Canada | 9.3|185| 58|152| 64| 6.0|11.1| 77| 85|11.6|154|15.4| 46|149|18.0|14.3|19.3| 6.6
Aus. 19.8| 43| 81| 76| 77| 75|11.1|132|13.4|169| 7.7| 77| 92]108| 82| 95|17.5|164
NZ 1.2] 141 0 0| 1.3] 45| 25| 33| 1.2| 58 0] 19| 11] 27| 16 0| 35| 33
ES * 0| 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0] 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
others 23 0] 23 3| 26 0] 37| 11] 24| 14| 13| 19 0| 41| 33| 16| 18| 82

*ES : other English Speaking countries
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K55 BHEMBEROFTELEMEOEREY (%)
1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2009 | 2010|2011 2012|2013 | 2014
% U |62.1]70.7]47.5] 46.4] 48.7| 52.2| 56.8| 56.0| 48.8| 44.3| 50.0| 33.3] 47.1| 54.1 | 44.6| 41.9|52.7| 50
1| 28.7]20.7] 42.6|40.5] 42.3] 29.9| 35.8| 38.5| 439 45.5| 43.6| 62.3] 48.3| 40.5] 43.2| 52.7| 24.3| 35.1
2@ | 0| 22| 3| 24| 26] 0] 12| 0| 0] 1.1] 1.3] 14| 1.1] 0] 41| 27149 41
3E | 69] 65| 69|107] 64]|179] 62| 55| 73| 91| 51| 29| 34| 54| 41| 54| 14| 68
4| o] o] o o] o ol o of of of o of o of o ofes| 54
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FERURERE QWA 2 10 H LA, 40 HEAP, 100 HPLA, 300 HEAPY,
ZFND LI LD ONK6 THD, FELELD2EIEHLDH0OD 10
HEANDFRAT L ANV OFFEEDSHIM L TE Twb, —hil B iESEhraIh
% 40 H PN OWEAEIX 2014 SEIZ LA L TW A 00, R EMIZH 5.

x56 WHEHE (%)
1996 [1997 |1998 |1999 |2000 |2001 |2002 |2003 |2004 [2005 |2006 |2007 |2009 [2010 |2011 |2012 |2013 [2014
~10H |22.6|40.7| 34|26.7| 30| 25|/47.1| 30|54.8/41.7| 41| 50|45.7/47.1|52.9/61.8/44.1| 50
~40H |54.8/22.2|45.3|42.2|47.5/28.1|32.4|57.5|128.6/37.5|43.6/41.3|43.5/35.3|38.2| 35.3/29.4|47.1
~100H| 3.2|148| 19| 22| 25| 63| 59 0| 24| 42| 51| 22 0| 29| 29|11.8| 59| 88
~300H 0 0| 57| 89| 25 0| 59 0 0| 6.3 0 0] 43 0] 59| 29 0 9
300 H~|19.4/22.2|132| 20|17.5/406| 8.8|12.5(14.3/10.4/10.3| 6.5| 6.5/14.7|/11.8/14.7|176| 29

—0—-10

—0--40

—4—-100
——-300
—¥—-10000




78

SHIATERIZEST, BIXUP T I TI55TRLTH S, 7 A, F A
Y NTIA ZECREDPRD L 50%HIE, A—AFF YT, BEZED
ZoMDT VT FHET 20%HHROME 2% ), HEEE 10%HHRIC% 5o ¥
MBS X o TOEFHZ 72O MIEHE A & v,

£57 EME (%)

1996 1997|1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2009 |2010|2011|2012]|2013|2014

US |36.7]59.3|150.9|/48.9(525| 50|47.1| 55|40.5|45.8|33.3|/30.4|28.3|26.5|32.4|64.7|44.1|64.7

Britain |23.3| 7.4| 75|17.8| 25| 94| 29| 75| 71| 6.3|128] 22| 13| 29|11.8| 29| 59|11.8

Canada | 3.3| 3.7| 19|183| 75| 31| 29 0| 71| 42| 26| 43| 22| 59|11.8| 59|11.8] 29

Australia| 6.7[11.1| 17]13.3|125]|12.5]11.8|12.5|16.7|14.6/20.5/28.3|32.6|35.3|35.3|26.5| 59| 5.9

NZ 0 0[11.3 0 5| 63 0| 75 0| 83| 51| 22| 43| 59| 88| 59| 59| 29
ES 133| 3.7| 38| 22 0 0 0| 25| 48 0| 7.7] 65|10.9 0 0 0 0 0
Others |16.7|148| 7.5| 44| 20|18.8|35.3| 15|23.8|/20.8/17.9/26.1| 8.7|23.5/11.8|26.5|26.5|20.6
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1 US 2 Britain 3 Canada 4 Australia 5 New Zealand

6 other English Speaking Countries 7 others
J57 55 EMEDEE

EHIZINSORFERERITH TR R EHEE OB L AT R
OFE, Fol, #IVEIERE & OMB (Pearson Correlation) % SPSS
ver. 16 2 L TRz TOHHRAK 58,89 TH 5, WIRITRERD
MW L AZEHEHOMICHE (r=.0584, p<.05) 2SR SN, HAMiRITZ
1 IBlRRER U 72224 L ICIZBROMB (r=-0506, p<.05) 2SR SNz, LA L
BROANED A2 B EoOREERE L OMICITHEBIER O o
oo HEBEICELCRZL0AOMENIEZR SN HEIZES i
o7z,
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x58 HEFAHZEDRITEL EHEE

ZE (%) HHBIFR %L
AT % O [l 0.584* (.011)
FRATIRE 1 1wl —0.506* (.032)
HRAT Il % 2 ol 0.150 (.553)
HRAT I % 3 —0.132 (603)
BRAT Il % 4 [l 0.097 (.702)

®59 B¥FEEOHELRE LM

2R (%) MBI~ %L
~WAE 10 H —0.216 (.388)
~WAE 40 H —0.102 (.688)
~fE 100 H 0.047 (.854)
~iAE 300 H —0.300 (277)
HEAE 300 H ~ —0.121 (632)

() O¥FidAEEN: (level of significance) % 7R3

6. ¥

BT 0% BRAMIE L T2 00, FTRMEEMICH S LS R
b, ZofiE OECD O FREmEEP L-MHbROOND, —F
FRATREBRD o WA H L HEBZOMBICHEBESH SN, X HICHEALRIT
RS 1 FEOREE L HLEZOMICZAOHBEOEEMAR S, L
L6 NI %28 2 [ Eo#EEE & OIIZHEBIZR SN0
720 COBFHOARDBE 1 HOWIRITREBASEF R LAT T4 T
IEHLTWB X ICRZ 5, —HEANEE OMETIEToNM & H
FHRLOBICIIMBEMBRIER O NGz D F DB TR L, &
BRI A AT AMLZML L LD XL EHII - TWAHE I LITh
bo EMETOREBEND )~ o THRLVED, BELTALZVE VS
TRZIITBD S TIIAE S, AP S 2 OB 2 REERASEHISRIHR Y, &
ZLTHIWEEDLRLS AL BHERNINE, T FOL ) REHNTO
WIEL DIE, KELRITCTHAEEIOTRRrE EZ bR, OF
DN TOANG LN, HRTOEFEFI D LIBI v, X DETHD LK
U, 55 ARAHHZHRBRL72WERZEDLT, BEEHEL RV ERT
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W, Iy 74—F - V—=VICHF YL LHEHONMN S EFH &3
LI LT 52 812k 5,

— A IRAT R E L B EREH L OMOR B R HBEBERAA S
7oo TN EBLAZE) RS DAES, RRSED LS LEEHN
%, AENCBI A ERZECEYLE V) DOICHBICHEGZE S T3
EVRTELIEMEHLTVWAEDTIRLRWES ) Dy BIETHBRRAZL S
WCHLLEV) LDRBFENITRELBOA, TP ANF—Z2AEAR K
ELRUPWNCED > T ZORUETI 2@ H 8 5 RIATK E VIRGE, BRBE
PR E R R T 27200 T ANF—2ERT 2720103 ELZOTIERW
B9 FHRETE FNHNTELRBICEREEBEEIE»N TS
EBRBEAD,

Db 2 &5 b 8 RFTBY 2 WA FHE R EoFFAuictEy, 4
DUFHVER AR ORI RMAFE B OB EEZRIZTLTwD LD
EZbNb. Lo LEEREE L WINENFRRE OB OB OFAE%E 55
L7220 T, BARMARERZ RO 2biFTldev, 4%, L) BAmZ%
HREZFER TR E LR MEITONE Z L 2 EATN,

7. EbVIC
HARANDOEMRFEORLVBR SN, ZOHRKZRTE72, 2 LTHIC
VK FOFHER X DB ER & HARE W 0o BB
WELTWLEEZLN FOHORWERELSIITH IS & Lawn
ZXiE |ETHEANCEEMT 2 VAMEEAS DL EEZONE, &
SIZABOT v — MERTIE, WIVRITRER L AF A2 AOME 2R
LTz 2 F ) A EMARERASE I X B ZBE L Tw a2
RIELTWh, FRFE HRFHEZ R CHIMNREFAEOK MR LT
ELLDPRMEEEOBRPOFEHRNICLZ>TVWELLELEZOLNLIDOTH
5o
SuREMEFEREREINSE, 51270 -V AMEERT 200
HAMESOELETHNE, BOHMOWVHARZEAIZL L THDOTIEAR
, HOMRDD - LN TH B LRI, BEPNEE L) B)L
DDOICTHETHHERAOND LI L AL TR ESLRWVWESS,
BEZEMTIDPTPZORVREERICR S THAH (I 2016), LA
LEFATHVHBTHAUE00T5L, FETLHOTHNIZOED
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WHFEEHERLTHRLVERE ). )T 52 LIZL o THEEL W) HEYEE
ZUEMSEDLIEIIRY, NEDEBROHEAE LTI X ) ECHARS
NEDPHETHbD, €D L) GREBEEZRD D ’k@f‘%é%%ﬁ“%’?@#t’dé
NBH LI, HELLVEWILAFD 2RO ON L8RS, HATT
LPRENZHLERDLIENTEL L) BBE, FL2EFrvy TMY—0
L9 RIEHAMEZRETE HHEZ S SICRM L, RIMFOFERS
IR 2 ARAMAED 2 L 2 YR ATz,

it

] R BORE AR B R R 2 B I 3% L U3 50T DB, SPSS % 4
AL OLERET|/EELZWZEFE L, CoREBHY LTOHI DK
%U‘f: Li‘j—o
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