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Fanning the Flames: Propaganda in Modern Japan edited by Kaoru Ueda J
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Following a period of strict isolationism from the West, Japan began a series of
modernization efforts, starting in the Meiji Restoration, that transformed the nation
from a scattered feudal state to an expansionist empire. Accompanying these changes,
state-sponsored and grassroots commercial propaganda became an omnipresent influence in all aspects of Japanese life.
Fanning the Flames takes a comprehensive look at how Japan deployed popular arts for propaganda that created an
imperialist fervor. Inside are scholarly essays by experts, with more than 100 rich color illustrations from the collections of
the Hoover Institution Library & Archives, including woodblock prints, photos, posters, and the rarely examined street
paper plays called kamishibai, many of which had been destroyed or lost by the end of the Second World War.

Spanning from the First Sino-Japanese War through World War I, these important documents build a visual narrative that
charts the rise of an imperialist nation and demonstrates how expansionist policy disseminated through mass media to
shape a modern Japan, forever changing political relations between East and West and between Japan and its neighbors.

Junichi Okubo, Alice Y. Tseng, Taketoshi Yamamoto, Tsuneo Yasuda j
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