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An Observation of Women Migrant Workers from Henan Province and the Women's
Labor Consciousness on Jiaodong Peninsular
—— Take Moye Island in Rongcheng City of Shandong Province as An Example —

Abstract : In Chinese Folklore Studies, related researches on “Rural labor force that go to fishing
village to make a living” and “The impact of migration on local women” are quite limited. Thus,
through research, the author attempts to go deeper into “the effect from rural labor force that
goes to fishing village to make a living on local women”.

When it comes to migrant workers, there’s one thing we have to mention: The Household Reg-
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istration System of China. In the modern society of China, the population is divided into mainly
two parts, and they are urban population and rural population, which is the same with the House-
hold Registration System: urban and rural residence. The rural population actually refers to peas-
ants, who lead agriculture-centered life. The narrow sense of agriculture is making use of land to
get farm produce, while the broad sense of it also includes forestry, animal husbandry and fish-
ery. The peasant is a general term that refers to the population who has rural registered perma-
nent residence. This article, investigating the labor of the local women and the female migrant
workers coming from Henan province on Moye Island of Rongcheng, Shandong Province, tries to
make an experimental analysis on the labor consciousness of local women.

Questions like “Why does female migrant workers from Henan province come to this Island?”,
“What changes of mind do they have while working?”, “What changes of the labor consciousness
of local women happened ?"etc, will be discussed.

Therefore, this essay mainly has two parts. The first part generally elaborates the reasons why
female migrant workers from Henan province come to this Island, the features of them, and the
reasons and manifestation etc. of the discrimination they experience. The second part mainly ana-
lyzes from two aspects: the variation of amount of labor and labor consciousness.

Although the result of the research based on the Moye Island may not fit for every fishing vil-

lage, yet it still could, to some extent, locate and make up the deficiencies for the related study.
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